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Future?
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Can Congress
Save Class
Actions?
AND MORE

Cardozo jumped 9 places to
#56 nationally in the U.S. News &
World Report College Rankings—the second
jump of 9 places in two years.
Cardozo has moved up 19 places
over the past three years.

The National Law Journal lists Cardozo
#3 in New York City and
#25 nationally for “gold standard jobs”
(2017 graduates in jobs requiring
bar passage and not subsidized
by the school).

Cardozo is ranked #37 nationally
by The National Law Journal for percentage
of 2017 graduates in firms of 100 or more lawyers;
the law school is ranked #11 nationally
by preLaw magazine for public interest and
public service law for defenders/prosecutors
and government jobs.
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A Message from the Dean
CARDOZO LAWYERS ARE LEADERS in business, govern-
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ment, public service and many other fields. The Cardozo
faculty excels at training students to be creative problem
solvers and entrepreneurial thinkers, ensuring that graduates are prepared to be professionally successful. That is why
we celebrate Cardozo faculty in this edition of Cardozo Life.
We are proud to offer a sampling of the work they do, work
that has a material impact both in and beyond the classroom.
Our outstanding faculty is a key driver of Cardozo’s growing national profile. In the past three years, we’ve advanced
19 places in the U.S. News & World Report College Rankings,
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clinics, one of the largest in the country), our clinical faculty teach students the skills
that they will need to be effective practitioners from Day One. Our stellar adjunct
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faculty, comprised of New York’s most notable practitioners, teach specialized courses
and oversee internships that enable students to land quality jobs upon graduating.
This year, we were 25th in the country and third in New York City for placing 2017
graduates in “gold standard jobs” (jobs for which bar passage is required).
Alumni are also key to our growth. One of the great joys of being dean is meeting
and welcoming back Cardozo alumni who are leading in law, government and business. Our graduates return to Cardozo to teach, lecture and network at major national
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gatherings like the National Forensics College, the Intellectual Property Scholars
Conference, the Intensive Trial Advocacy Program, the Intensive Transactional Law
Program and the new Works in Progress Program on Blockchains and the Law.
I am so proud of the accomplishments of the Cardozo community. By giving
back in myriad ways, Cardozo alumni are helping us build on the legacy of this
great law school.
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TOP NEWS & events
o The Hon. Patricia
Millett told the Class of
2018, “I want you to
remember four words:
It’s not about you. You’re
not just graduating, you’re
becoming lawyers.”

Cardozo Celebrates
40th Commencement
Joining the ranks of Cardozo graduates, some 66 LL.M. and
275 J.D. recipients marched down the aisles at Lincoln Center
on May 29. Dean Melanie Leslie and Dr. Ari Berman, President
of Yeshiva University, handed out the degrees at a memorable
ceremony where The Hon. Patricia Ann Millett, Circuit Judge
for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, urged
graduates to think beyond themselves in her address to the
graduates: “I want you to remember four words: It’s not about
you. You’re not just graduating, you’re becoming lawyers. As
lawyers, you hold the key to that third branch of government.
… It’s about delivering justice to others.” Judge Millett, who has
argued over 30 cases before the Supreme Court, urged the
newly minted lawyers to understand their profound role in the
lives of their clients. “Justice does not just happen; you have
to fight for it,” Millett said. “It happens when you take the time
to look in a client’s eyes and learn what it looks like to be on
the receiving end of the judicial system.”

Giving Day Gives Students
a Study Break…And a Chance to
Name Their Cardozo Heroes
Cardozo School of Law took part in Yeshiva University’s 2018 Giving
Day celebrations, a donation campaign that took place over a 24-hour
period starting Wednesday, April 25, through Thursday, April 26.
The Giving Day campaign theme was “Cardozo Heroes,” and a
#CardozoHero Lounge was set up in the lobby with superhero
costumes available for fun photo-ops.
Students, faculty and alumni were encouraged to highlight their
own heroes amongst the community while supporting the school with
a donation. Each donation was matched dollar-for-dollar by Yeshiva
University supporters, and donation matches were quadrupled during

Power Up
GivingDay.Cardozo.YU.edu

the final hours of the campaign.
Cardozo raised $187,652 from over 260 donors in 24 hours and
won the Alumni Donor Challenge, an award given to the Yeshiva University school that generates the highest total of donations from alumni.
Yeshiva University raised $4.5 million overall, exceeding its goal
by 50 percent.

FA L L 2 018
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TOP NEWS & events

TAXING THE CHURCH,
PROFESSOR ZELINSKY’S
BOOK, DRAWS PRAISE
AND DEBATE
Professor Edward Zelinsky’s new
book, Taxing the Church (2017),
focuses on taxes, their impact on
religious institutions and the
various ways federal and state
taxes treat religious institutions.
On Nov. 8, 2017, Cardozo professor Laura Cunningham moderated a discussion about the issues
raised in the book with Professor
Miranda Perry Fleischer of the
University of San Diego, Professor
Brian Galle of Georgetown University and Professor Daniel Hemel
of the University of Chicago.
Zelinsky’s book explores the
taxation and exemption of
churches and other religious
institutions, both empirically and

m Left to right: Dean Melanie Leslie, First Amendment lawyer Floyd Abrams and Yeshiva University

normatively; examines church-

President Dr. Ari Berman look on as Gov. Andrew Cuomo signs the Democracy Protection Act.

state entanglements with respect
to taxing or exempting churches
and other sectarian entities; and

New York Governor Speaks at Cardozo about Protecting Privacy
in the Digital Age, Signs Democracy Protection Act

discusses improvements that can
be made in legal and tax policy
trade-offs, such as the protection
of internal church communica-

Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed
New York State’s Democracy
Protection Act into law at
Cardozo on April 23, 2018,
with Dean Melanie Leslie,
Yeshiva University President Dr. Ari Berman,
renowned First Amendment
lawyer Floyd Abrams,
Cardozo students and faculty
looking on.
The new law will require
greater transparency for
digital political advertisements during New York
elections.
“Our law in New York
state now says social media
must comply with the same
disclosure requirements that
any other media broadcast
must comply with,” said
Gov. Cuomo. He’s optimistic
4

that the law’s impact will
spread throughout the
country, prompting other
states to adopt similar
measures. “We’re going to
show today that reform is
possible. … Mark my words,
we’re going to change the
law in the nation.”
All political advertisements online must disclose
who paid for the communication. The legislation would
also require that a person or
entity register with the New
York State Board of Elections
as an independent expenditure committee prior to
purchasing an internet or
digital ad that otherwise
qualifies as an independent
expenditure and targets 50
or more people.

The law will additionally
prohibit any foreign national, government, instrumentality or agent from
registering as an independent expenditure committee, and provide that upon
purchase of an independent
expenditure, each TV and
radio station and internet
platform must require that
the independent expenditure
committee making the
purchase provide a copy of
the registration form filed by
the committee with the State
Board of Elections. The
legislation also provides for a
civil fine of up to $1,000 per
violation for the failure of a
TV or radio station or
internet platform to comply
with the new requirements.

tions and the expansion of the
churches’ sales tax liabilities.
Hemel, Perry Fleischer and
Gale traded ideas and analyses
of the book’s main ideas,
including definitions of and
differences between enforcement
entanglement and borderline
entanglement and the idea of
religious institutions being viewed
as subsidies.

CARDOZO LIFE

THE FLOERSHEIMER
CENTER FOR
CONSTITUTIONAL
DEMOCRACY

The Floersheimer Center is
Cardozo’s vehicle to facilitate
better understanding of how
constitutional democracies
function at home and
abroad. The past academic
year provided several unique
forums for public awareness
and expert analysis of issues
in the public eye.

“Hate Speech and the
Culture Wars,” co-sponsored
by the Floersheimer Center
for Constitutional Democracy, the Cardozo Law
Institute in Holocaust and
Human Rights, and the Program in Comparative Constitutions drew a capacity
crowd in the Jacob Burns
Moot Court Room. An allstar panel engaged in a deep
and complex discussion of
hate speech and its impact
on democracy and on current events from Charlottesville to Facebook’s policies.
Professor Kate Shaw, who
co-directs the Floersheimer
Center, moderated the
discussion. The participants
included Dr. Ulrich Baer of
New York University; Susan
Benesch of Harvard University; Dr. Robert C. Post,
former Dean of Yale Law
School; and Cardozo’s own
faculty members Dr. Stanley
Fish, Dr. Michel Rosenfeld
and Ekow N. Yankah.
The panel covered issues
such as how the rise of the
internet has impacted free
FA L L 2 018

speech, who is responsible
for creating free speech
rules on the internet and
how private companies and
academic institutions can
deal with speech issues in
classrooms and throughout
the culture. Much of the
discussion focused on how
various constitutional
democracies regulate speech
and whether the American
system, with its First
Amendment guarantee of
free speech, can deal
differently with hate speech
in the context of the current
political climate and the
magnifying effect of social
media.

DEMOCRACY TALKS

finding that the plantiffs had

The Floersheimer Center for

not demonstrated standing for

Constitutional Democracy shed

the case.

new light on Gill v. Whitford with
a panel discussion that served
as the inaugural event in its

Thomas Wolf and Laura Royden

Democracy Talks speaker series.

of the Brennan Center for

The case, involving political

Justice and Jeff Wice, an expert

gerrymandering, stemmed from

on redistricting in New York,

the 2011 redistricting plan for

served on a panel moderated by

the state of Wisconsin, which was

Professor Kate Shaw that

created by Republican legislators

focused on the case and its

to maximize the likelihood that

impacts.

the Republican Party would be

Professor Michelle Adams,

able to secure additional seats

co-director of the Floersheimer

in the state’s congressional

Center, commented that all three

delegation in future election

panelists are role models for

cycles. The Supreme Court ruled

students who encourage “the

on June 18 that the case be

kind of path we want to present

remanded back to lower courts,

for our students.”

Floersheimer Center for Constitutional
Democracy hosts symposium:
50th Anniversary of the Fair Housing Act
Julian Castro, President Barack Obama’s Secretary of Housing and Urban Development,
was the keynote speaker at Cardozo’s symposium in recognition of the 50th anniversary of
the Fair Housing Act in March. The Fair Housing Act was part of the Civil Rights Act of
1968, intended to protect buyers or renters of a dwelling from seller or landlord discrimination. When first enacted, the Act prohibited discrimination only on the basis of race,
color, religion and national origin, but it was later expanded to include protections from
discrimination based on gender, disability and familial status.
In his remarks, Castro talked about the challenges under which the Fair Housing Act
was enacted and noted that vulnerable populations are still more likely to face obstacles
and discrimination in today’s world. Cardozo professors Stewart Sterk, Rebekah Diller,
Michelle Adams and Michael Pollack served as moderators for panels that covered a range
of topics relating to the Fair Housing Act. Student co-organizers included Stephanie
Alvarez-Jones, Emily Barry and Lekha Menon, all class of ‘18, who partnered with the
Cardozo Law Review, the Floersheimer Center for Constitutional Democracy and the
Cardozo Public Service Scholars to arrange the daylong symposium.
The event included notable speakers, including representatives from the U.S. Department of Justice, Inclusive Communities, the Poverty & Race Research Action Council and
professors and scholars from law schools around the country.
See related article by Professor Michelle Adams, originally printed in The New Yorker, on page 26.
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INTELLECTUAL
PROPERTY
AND INFORMATION
LAW PROGRAM

FAME: The Fashion,
Arts, Media and Entertainment Law Center

As part of Cardozo’s IP
program, the FAME Center
provides coursework,
externships, clinics and
symposia in fashion, art,
music, sports and media law.
During the 2017–18 academic
year, FAME hosted several
blockbuster events.
The mission of the FAME
Center is to sew together
the legal threads that fuel
creative industries. This
creative fusion was on
display in February at
Cardozo’s “Fashion with a
Conscience,” an event that
featured a tailor–businessman whose company, Bindle
& Keep, creates custom-

2017–18 IP AND
FAME CENTER EVENTS

made suits for people often
forgotten about by the
fashion industry, including
the LGBTQ community, the
formerly incarcerated and
veterans seeking to reestablish themselves after
military service. In a packed
Moot Court, the company’s
owner, Daniel Friedman,
spoke about the passion he
has for his work and how it
brought him to Cardozo’s
Innocence Project.
Friedman’s talk was part
of a panel discussion that
also featured Carlos Sanchez,
Jr., a man who served over
20 years in prison before
being granted his freedom
through the work of the
Innocence Project. During
the panel, the pair talked
about their personal journeys and their relationship
after connecting through
Sanchez’s visit to Friedman’s
shop to choose a free suit.
Professor Barbara Kolsun,
director of the FAME Center,
moderated a moving
discussion about how
creative industries can make
a difference in the world and
how that spark has often
helped companies achieve
recognition.

Independent Film Clinic
Premieres Pop-Up Clinic During
Tribeca Film Festival
As the Tribeca Film Festival took New York City by storm,
students and faculty from Cardozo’s Indie Film Clinic, part of
the law school’s IP program, played a role. Cardozo students, in
partnership with the Tribeca Film Institute, met with filmmakers identified by Tribeca and offered legal advice.
Filmmakers were invited to the clinic, held at Cardozo on
Monday, April 23, to meet with teams of students who provided
free legal guidance on a wide variety of issues, including entity
formation, licensing and distribution.
In addition to the pop-up clinic, Cardozo was represented in
a panel discussion held on the opening day of the festival in
the Meatpacking district. Clinic Director Michelle GreenbergKobrin spoke to the audience about legal necessities for
filmmakers, many of whom struggle to get representation at key
moments during the making and distribution of their films.

What’s in a Name?

Back to the Future of

BYO Lawyer:

Three Designers Discuss the

Music Sampling

Employment & Intellectual

Risks and Rewards of

November 16, 2017

Property Issues in the Food &

Calling a Brand by its Name
September 26, 2017
Sustainable and Ethical
Sourcing in the Jewelry Industry:
Legal Considerations
October 17, 2017
Art Law Day
November 10, 2017

The Business of Luxury
December 5, 2017
Art Fairs
January 25, 2018
New York Right of Publicity Law:
Reimagining Privacy and the First
Amendment in the Digital Age
February 22, 2018

Restaurant Industry
March 5, 2018
Art as an Asset Class:
Transactional Concerns for
Art-Market Participants
March 6, 2018
Sports Law Symposium
March 16, 2018

Tech Talks

Chief of the Securities and

Blockchain and the Law,
Professor Aaron Wright’s
book co-authored with
Primavera De Filippi of the
National Center of Scientific
Research in Paris, France,
was published this spring.
Wright and De Filippi spoke
to a standing-room-only
audience on May 9 at
Cardozo on a panel moderated by Cornell law professor
James Grimmelmann.
A review of the book in
Fortune Magazine commented, “Blockchain and the
Law is not just a theoretical
guide. It’s also a moral one,
as De Filippi and Wright
warn that governments who
ignore lex cryptographica
could lose control of the
emerging world of blockchain. If a government does
not provide protective
mechanisms … the current
regulatory framework of

Exchange Commission’s Cyber

THE SAMUEL AND
RONNIE HEYMAN
CENTER ON
CORPORATE LAW
AND GOVERNANCE

of experts including Rob Cohen,

For the third year in a row,
Cardozo’s Intellectual Property Law Society (IPLS) was
chosen as the New York City
host of the World Intellectual
Property Organization’s
World IP Day on April 26
with the 2018 theme “Powering Change: Women in
Innovation and Creativity.”
IPLS proudly introduced

the Cardozo/Google Project
for Patent Diversity, a project
funded by a $200,000 grant
from Google. The goal of the
project is to increase the number of U.S. patents issued to
women and U.S.-born members of minority groups.
Professor Jeanne C. Curtis
joined Cardozo’s nationally
ranked IP program this year
to spearhead the effort. At
World IP Day, Curtis was
joined by a panel of experts
to discuss the Project as well
as other initiatives under
way across law, business and
policy that are directed
toward achieving parity in
innovation and creativity;
the social and economic
benefits of achieving parity;
and the ways each and every
one of us on a daily basis can
help affect change. See the
article about Curtis and the
Cardozo/Google Project for
Patent Diversity on page 35.

From Cradle to Grave:

Observations of a First Responder:

Antitrust in the Digital Era:

An Acquisition Financing

How to Avoid Corporate Scandals

An Introduction to Antitrust Law

September 27, 2017

and Establish a Culture of Integrity

and Careers

November 15, 2017

March 19, 2018

in a Foreign Bank

Tech Talk: Structuring Legally

How Financial Institutions Deal

October 11, 2017

Compliant Token Sales

with Conflicts in Research

(co-sponsored with the

March 26, 2018

Unit; Dan Gallagher, former SEC
commissioner and Chief Legal
Officer for Mylan N.V.; John
Castiglione, Assistant Attorney
General, Investor Protection
Bureau, Economic Justice Division of the NY Attorney General;

government by the rule of
law may eventually be
replaced by a system of
algorithmic governance,
operated exclusively through
the rule of code.”

BLOCKCHAIN:
A PATH FORWARD
The blockchain discussion
continued on June 14 as Cardozo
played host to a panel of current
and former top federal and state
regulators to discuss current
challenges facing blockchain
technology and the law. Professor
Aaron Wright moderated a panel

Compliance Responsibilities

Uncharted Territory: Building a
Practice in a New Area of Law
October 18, 2017

The Heyman Center sponsored
public events and lectures with
leading legal scholars as well as

A Day in the Life of a Financial
Markets Compliance Officer
October 30, 2017

and Cassandra Lentchner, Deputy
Superintendent of Compliance at
the New York Department of
Financial Services.

Cardozo Hosts
World IP Day

Tech Talk Series)
November 21, 2017
Ethical Pitfalls and Pratfalls in
Corporate Representations:
Conflicts, Waivers, and Common
Interest and Joint Defense

prominent law and business

Book Talk: The Chickenshit Club

Agreements

figures during the 2017–18

with Jesse Eisinger

February 8, 2018

academic year.

(co-sponsored with the
Burns Center)

Compliance Roundtable and
Networking Event
September 13, 2017

November 2, 2017
Conversation with Andrew
Baroody, Senior Counsel at HBO

A Regulator’s View of Enforcement and Compliance
February 14, 2018

Corporate Law in the Era of
Artificial Intelligence
April 9, 2018
Strategies for Promoting Human
Rights Through the Private Sector:
The Shareholder, the Advocate,
and Finding Common Ground
(co-sponsored with CLIHHR)
April 11, 2018
Career Paths: A Tale of
Unforeseen Opportunities
April 18, 2018

November 8, 2017
FA L L 2 018
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THE JACOB BURNS
CENTER FOR
ETHICS IN THE
PRACTICE OF LAW

The Burns Center sponsors
courses, programs and
events that provoke dialogue
and critical thought on
ethical and moral issues.
Following is a list of a few
of the many notable figures
who visited Cardozo this
year for a Center-sponsored
speaker series, providing
insight on and discussion of
the U.S. political landscape
and issues in the public eye:

KUKIN PROGRAM
FOR CONFLICT
RESOLUTION

IAP AWARD

o Michael Bosworth,

• Michael Bosworth, former
deputy counsel to the
president and deputy
assistant to the president in
the Obama White House
• Dr. Bradley Wendel,
associate dean for academic
affairs and professor of law
at Cornell Law School, and
the author of Ethics and Law:
An Introduction and Lawyers
and Fidelity to Law
• Richard Painter, current
Senate candidate, S. Walter
Richey Professor of Corporate Law at the University of
Minnesota Law School and
former associate counsel to
the president in the George
W. Bush White House, where
he was the chief ethics
lawyer for the president
• Walter Shaub, former

director of the U.S. Office of
Government Ethics (OGE),
former supervisory attorney
and deputy general counsel
of OGE, former staff
attorney at several federal
agencies, and current senior
director for ethics at the
Campaign Legal Center in
Washington, D.C.
The Burns Center also

of Liberia Mass Action for Peace.

waiting for us, to hear the truth.

She shared the 2011 Nobel

Your truth and my truth.”

Prize for Peace with Ellen

former deputy White
House counsel, visited
Cardozo as part of
the Burns Center
Speaker Series.

Gbowee shared examples of

Johnson Sirleaf and Tawakkol

truth, such as the use of the

Karman and currently serves as

word “rape” when talking about

Executive Director of the Women,

violence during wartime and

Peace and Security Program at

showing pictures of brutal

the Earth Institute at Columbia

actions against women to spur

University.

honest conversation and direct

Gbowee explained that her

hosted a symposium on
Gillian Hadfield’s provocative new book, Rules for a
Flat World: Why Humans
Invented Law and How to
Reinvent It for a Complex
Global Economy.
Jesse Eisinger, Pulitzerprize-winning journalist and
senior reporter and editor at
ProPublica, spoke about his
book, The Chickenshit Club:
Why the Justice Department
Fails to Prosecute Executives.

action.

THE DEAN’S SPEAKER SERIES

Leymah Gbowee visited Cardozo

work in promoting peace did not

Professor Lela Porter Love,

allows students to meet and

April 27 and received the

end with her involvement in the

director of the Kukin Program for

spend time with prominent

International Advocate for Peace

Second Liberian Civil War or after

Conflict Resolution, said,

alumni and friends of the law

Award from the Cardozo Journal

she earned a Nobel Peace Prize.

“Gbowee’s work—both in its

school who generously share

“Advocates use truth,” she

boldness and its outcomes—

their experience, expertise and

of Conflict Resolution.
Her activist efforts helped

said. “We must put the truth out

rivals Gandhi and Martin Luther

insights on building a profes-

end the Second Liberian Civil War

there. We are not doing enough.

King. How wonderful to bring her

sional life.

through her organization Women

Our world is looking at us,

into our Cardozo family!”

This year, students enjoyed
lunchtime talks with Eugene
Schneur ’98, co-founder and

“Our world is looking at us,
waiting for us, to hear the truth.”

managing director, Omni New
York, on October 30, 2017, and
Jeff Marx ’96, Tony-winning
composer and lyricist, on
February 28, 2018.

—Leymah Gbowee
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Public Service Law Week
A VISIT FROM FORMER HOMELAND SECURITY
SECRETARY JEH JOHNSON
Cardozo’s Kathryn O. Greenberg Immigration Justice Clinic
welcomed former Secretary of Homeland Security Jeh Johnson on
April 19. Secretary Johnson served under President Obama from
2013 to 2017 and also served as Assistant U.S. Attorney in the
Southern District of New York from 1989 to 1991. From 1998 to
2001, he was General Counsel of the Department of the Air Force
under President Bill Clinton. Currently, he is a partner at Paul,
Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison.
As secretary, Johnson oversaw all aspects of federal immigration
policy and was integral to the implementation of the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program.
Secretary Johnson’s work during the Obama administration and
his outspoken support for DACA in recent months is reflective of the
values and goals of Cardozo’s own Immigration Justice Clinic, which
continuously and tirelessly represents immigrants in danger of
deportation who fear for their lives.
The students and faculty at Cardozo have been actively engaged
in these same issues. Twice in 2017, the clinic sent Professor
Lindsay Nash and clinic students to the Dilley, Texas, family
detention center to represent women and children in their credible
fear interviews, during which Cardozo students spent hours providing
legal counsel and help for the women at the detention center.

GERTRUD MAINZER
PROGRAM IN
FAMILY LAW, POLICY
AND BIOETHICS

Lecture on Dementia:
Sex, Money and Driving
Dementia in its final stages,
and the bioethical issues that
accompany it, was the main
focus of the 2018 Gloria and
Stanley Plesent Lecture.
Co-sponsored by the Jacob
Burns Center for Ethics in
the Practice of Law; the
Einstein Cardozo Master of
Science in Bioethics Program; the Gertrud Mainzer
FA L L 2 018

Program in Family Law,
Policy and Bioethics; and the
Cardozo Bet Tzedek Legal
Services Clinic, the symposium explored the issues that
arise for professionals
working with individuals
with dementia who engage
in behavior potentially
detrimental to the health
and security of themselves
and others.
Each year, Bet Tzedek—
which means “House of
Justice” in Hebrew—represents dozens of elderly and
disabled people seeking
health, disability and
housing benefits that they
could not get without Clinic
assistance.
Professor Rebekah Diller,
co-director of the Bet Tzedek

Cardozo’s Center for Public Service Law is an integral part of
the community at the law school, and this year’s Public Service
Law Week (P*LAW) was filled with sessions and speakers
embodying the spirit of public service.
P*LAW is a weeklong intensive that takes place each year as
part of January Lawyering Skills Month. Approximately 100
students participate as legal practitioners, and community
advocates and organizers address issues such as youth representation, prisoners’ rights, immigration and environmental law.
Visiting panelists throughout the week included representatives from the Westchester Coalition for Police Reform, the
Human Rights Council, Bronx Legal Services and the New York
City Department of Citywide Administrative Services.
A three-person panel—Natasha Lycia Ora Bannan, associate
counsel, LatinoJustice PRLDEF; Patricio Martínez Llompart,
3L, Columbia Law School and a student coordinator of Ayuda
Legal Huracán María; and Carlos Vargas-Ramos, research
associate in public policy, Center for Puerto Rican Studies at
Hunter College/CUNY—headlined a discussion regarding
Puerto Rico and its legal status and how that correlates to the
current state of affairs there as the island struggles to recover
from the impact of hurricanes Irma and Maria.
Other highlights during the week included sessions such as
“Police Responses to Mental-Health-Related Calls Involving
People of Color” and “Wrongful Convictions: How to Make the
Justice System More Just.”

Clinic, served as a panel
moderator, and panelists
included Dr. Tia Powell,
director of the Montefiore
Einstein Center for Bioethics
at the YU-affiliated Albert
Einstein College of Medicine; Dr. Jessica Zwerling,
associate director for the
Center for the Aging Brain,
director of the Memory
Disorders Center at Monte-

fiore Medical Center, and
project director for the
Hudson Valley Regional
Center of Excellence for
Alzheimer’s Disease; and
Sarah Lock, senior vice
president for policy in
AARP’s policy, research and
international affairs group,
and executive director of
the Global Council on
Brain Health.
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TOP NEWS & events

Professor Jessica Roth
and Professor Kate Shaw
Receive Tenure
Professor Roth is the co-director of

the Jacob Burns Center for Ethics
in the Practice of Law. She started
at Cardozo in 2009 as a Visiting
Assistant Professor.
Roth is a graduate of Harvard
College and Harvard Law School.
Following law school, she served as
a law clerk for the Hon. Denise
Cote of the United States District
Court for the Southern District of
New York and then for the Hon.
John M. Walker, Jr., of the United States Court of Appeals for
the Second Circuit.
Prior to joining Cardozo’s faculty, she was a federal prosecutor in the United States Attorney’s Office for the Southern
District of New York.
Her scholarship has appeared in the UCLA Law Review, the
Washington University Law Review and the American Criminal
Law Review, among other publications.
Cardozo’s graduating classes of 2016 and 2018 honored Roth
with the award for “Best Professor.”

THE ISRAELI SUPREME COURT PROJECT
The Israeli Supreme Court Project (ISCP) is designed to
support scholars, lawyers and judges in democracies around
the world by making available the opinions of the Court, and
discussion and analysis thereof, in English.
The Israeli Supreme Court routinely deals with the complex and
challenging questions facing open and multicultural societies
everywhere. These include issues of religious pluralism, judicial
review of government actions, gender equality and reconciling
civil liberties with national security in an age of terrorism. The
ISCP provides a service to lawyers, judges and scholars around
the world who are grappling with these and similar issues.
The ISCP held several notable events this year:
• The Talmud and Western History, Politics and Law:
A Conference in Celebration of the Translation
of the Talmud into Italian
October 25, 2017
• The Israel Supreme Court at a Moment of Transition:
Looking Back, and Looking Forward,
with Justices Naor, Rubinstein, & Joubran
March 8, 2018
• A Conversation with Israeli Supreme Court Justice
Daphne Barak-Erez
April 12, 2018

Professor Shaw joined Cardozo in

2009 as a Visiting Assistant
Professor and became Assistant
Professor in 2011. She is co-director
of the Floersheimer Center for
Constitutional Democracy and
before joining Cardozo, Shaw
worked in the Obama White House
Counsel’s Office as a Special
Assistant to the President and
Associate Counsel to the President.
She is a contributor on ABC News
covering the Supreme Court and legal issues on Capitol Hill.
Shaw has a B.A. from Brown University and a J.D. from
Northwestern University. She clerked for Justice John Paul
Stevens of the U.S. Supreme Court and Judge Richard A.
Posner of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.
Her work has appeared or is forthcoming in the Northwestern University Law Review, the Columbia Law Review, the
Cornell Law Review and the Georgetown Law Journal.
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Cardozo’s Alternative
Dispute Resolution
program is #9 in the
2018 U.S. News & World
Report College Rankings

CARDOZO LIFE

Clinics News

Benjamin Ferencz, a key
prosecutor at the Nuremberg
Trials where he was responsible for the conviction of the
largest single trial of Nazi
war criminals, spoke to
Cardozo students about his
global genocide prevention
activism and his support of
Cardozo’s Benjamin B.
Ferencz Human Rights and
Atrocity Prevention Clinic.
The 97-year-old Ferencz is
the last living prosecutor
from Nuremberg.
In 2016, he donated
$1 million to the Cardozo
Human Rights and Atrocity
Prevention Program. September 2017 marked the 70th
anniversary of Ferencz’s
opening statement at the
trial of the Einsatzgruppen
case, which resulted in death
sentences for the 20 Nazi
leaders of the group who
were found guilty of the
death of over a million civilian Jews. The somber anniversary was the backdrop for
his talk with current clinic
students about his wartime
experiences and his lifelong
mission of ending war.
Professor Jocelyn Getgen
Kestenbaum, clinic director,
called the visit “inspiring for
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Legendary Nazi
Prosecutor Benjamin
Ferencz Visits Human
Rights Clinic

INNOCENCE PROJECT FREES WRONGFULLY IMPRISONED MAN;
IMMIGRATION JUSTICE CLINIC WORKS TO PREVENT DEPORTATION
The Innocence Project and the Brooklyn District Attorney’s office together sought and achieved justice for
Mark Denny, a New York City man who spent nearly 30 years behind bars for rape and robbery. He was set free
in December 2017 after prosecutors asked the court to vacate his conviction because he had been falsely
identified. Cardozo’s Immigration Justice Clinic is also playing a key role in helping Denny with another legal
issue: working to prevent Denny from being deported on the basis of invalid, now-vacated convictions.
A deportation order was placed on him while he was in prison.
Denny came to the United States from Guyana as a child. He was convicted in 1989 after three men broke
into a closed Burger King, assaulted an 18-year-old worker and robbed the store of $3,000. The victim at first
did not identify him but later picked him out of a lineup. Denny was exonerated with the help of The Innocence
Project, which had been working on his case since 2009.

the students who are just
getting out there.”
Ferencz has had a long
association with Cardozo
through his longtime
friendship and legal partnership with Telford Taylor, one
of the founding faculty
members at Cardozo Law,
who taught a course titled
The Law of War and helped
design the human rights
program at the school.
Taylor is best known as the
chief counsel for the prosecution at the Nuremberg
Trials after World War II,
which established the legal
base for crimes against
humanity.

Securities Arbitration Clinic Students
Attend Public Meeting of the
Investor Advisory Committee At SEC
Cardozo Securities Arbitration Clinic students Armando Martinez
’19, Cristiana Modesti ’18 and Ishara Quick ’19 attended the
Public Meeting of the Investor Advisory Committee on March 8
at the U.S. Securities Exchange Commission in Washington, D.C.
The law school clinic’s work and its role in the realm of investor
advocacy was discussed at the meeting.
The committee acknowledged the clinic’s work and
discussed providing SEC funding of law school clinics that
represent small investors and do investor advocacy work. The
students then met directly with three of the SEC Commissioners,
members of the Division of Enforcement and the Investor
Advocate to discuss their work. The chairman of the SEC greeted
the students that morning.
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Bet Tzedek Clinic
Gets Preliminary Relief
for Young Girl with
Disabilities
The Bet Tzedek Civil
Litigation Clinic’s preliminary injunction request was
granted in November 2017 in
a case involving a young girl
with cerebral palsy.
Each year, Bet Tzedek—
which means “House of
Justice” in Hebrew—represents dozens of elderly and
disabled people seeking
health, disability and
housing benefits that they
could not get without clinic
assistance. Supervised by
clinic faculty, students have
primary responsibility to
interview clients and
potential witnesses; investigate the facts; develop legal
theories based on extensive
legal research; draft pleadings, motions and briefs;
argue motions; conduct
hearings and trials before
administrative agencies in
state and federal courts;
negotiate settlements; and
counsel clients.
In this case, the girl’s
parents, represented by
Professor Leslie Salzman
and Samantha Smith ’18,
sued the New York State
Department of Health,
claiming that the department
uses an uneven standard to
improperly refuse to provide
Medicaid patients with
medically necessary speechgenerating devices. The girl’s
parents wanted the agency
to cover a device known as
the Tobii 1-12, which can
track eye movement. The
government had said a
low-tech, less-costly option
would be just as good, but a
federal judge found evidence
to grant the Tobii 1-12.
12

TRANS WOMAN WINS
SETTLEMENT AFTER
REPORTING BRUTAL RAPE
IN A MEN’S PRISON;
CARDOZO’S CIVIL RIGHTS
CLINIC LITIGATED THE CASE

Immigration Justice
Clinic Files Suit
Against Law Firm,
Saying It Defrauded
Immigrants Who Now
May Be Deported

LeslieAnn Manning, an inmate

Students from the Kathryn
O. Greenberg Immigration
Justice Clinic filed a suit
against Hecht & Hecht
alleging that the law firm
improperly represented
immigrants applying for
green cards or other legal
status. The suit claims that
clients were told the firm
would represent them, but
firm employees’ actions
instead resulted in the plaintiffs being placed in line for
deportation. Students
Rehana Jamal ’18, Jaynah
Ross-Mendoza, Roxenna
Reyes-Seri and Lorena
Espino-Piepp ’18, along with
Make the Road New York
and Cleary Gottlieb Steen &
Hamilton, filed a lawsuit in

at Sullivan Correctional Facility
in New York who says she was
raped by another inmate in 2013,
was awarded $100,000 in
damages in April in a settlement
with the state’s Department of
Corrections and Community
Supervision.
Cardozo’s Civil Rights Clinic
litigated the case, along with
Brooklyn Law School’s LGBT
Advocacy Clinic.
“All the defendants were
responsible for security in the
sublevel, and all the defendants
knew Manning was a transgender
woman based on her file and
letters that had been written
advocating for her,” said Paige
Maier, a 2L student who worked
on the suit.

May against lawyers Thomas
T. Hecht and Leonard H.
Hecht, as well as others
working with them.
The clinic, supported by
patron Kathryn O. Greenberg ’82, both responds to
the vital need for quality
legal representation for
indigent immigrants facing
deportation and provides
students with invaluable
hands-on lawyering
experience.
The lawsuit alleges that
the Hecht attorneys told the
plaintiffs, all immigrants
seeking representation, that
they would represent them
in applying for a green card
or other immigration status
through a legal mechanism
that does not exist. Instead,
they applied for asylum on
their clients’ behalf without
their clients’ consent, which
put all plaintiffs into the
pipeline for deportation.

Cardozo Law was ranked

32nd in the nation

for scholarly impact by
the Leiter Reports
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FACULTY briefs

Professor Wright Co-Authors Blockchain and the Law;
Testifies on Blockchain Technology Before the U.S. House
Committee on Science, Space and Technology
Professor Aaron Wright, founder and director of Cardozo’s Tech Startup Clinic, has
co-authored Blockchain and the Law with Primavera de Filippi of the National Center
of Scientific Research in Paris, France. The book, which is a bestseller on three of
Amazon’s book lists—computer and internet law, science and technology, and network
storage and retrieval administration—explores the development and goals of blockchain since its inception in 2009, and its myriad uses, including expedited payment
systems and smart contracts.
In addition, on February 14, Wright testified before the U.S. House Committee on
Science, Space, & Technology on various topics surrounding blockchain technology.
He urged legislators to create a National Blockchain Commission to protect the
technology from bad actors and to foster its growth in the United States. Wright said a
commission is the best place to “devise common principles to guide the federal
approach for regulating blockchain technology.”
Read excerpts from his testimony on page 18.

Professor Gilles’ Article Cited
in Justice Ginsburg’s Dissent
in SCOTUS Workplace Arbitration Decision; Testifies
Before U.S. Senate Judiciary
Committee, Vermont Senate
Judiciary Committee
Professor Myriam Gilles’
Michigan Law Review article,
“Opting Out of Liability: The
Forthcoming, Near-Total
Demise of the Modern Class
Action,” was cited by Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg’s dissent in Epic
Systems Corp v. Lewis. The
Supreme Court ruled on
May 21 that companies can
require workers to settle
employment disputes
through individual arbitraFA L L 2 018

tion rather than file disputes
as a group. Mandatory
arbitration bars workers
from collective lawsuits on
issues like wage theft and
discrimination. In a radio
interview on WNYC, Gilles
said, “Most employees are
not aware that language is
there. If everyone has an
arbitration clause and you
must agree to it in order to
be employed, how many of
us will say ‘yeah, I don’t
really want that paycheck.’”
On November 8, 2017,
Gilles appeared before the
Senate Judiciary Committee
about the impact of lawsuit
abuse on American small
businesses and job creators.

Gilles told committee members that Congress should
not be making it more difficult for citizens to seek
redress in court. In January
she testified before the
Vermont Senate Judiciary
Committee, offering expertise to Vermont lawmakers
who are considering action
meant to limit arbitration
clauses. Read more about
Gilles’ scholarship on page 23.

Professor Goodrich’s New
Book Released
Professor Peter Goodrich’s
new book, Schreber’s Law:
Jurisprudence and Judgment
in Transition, looks at the

jurisprudence of Judge
Daniel Paul Schreber
(1842–1911), a senior
German judge and jurist.

Professor Sebok Testifies
About Consumer Litigation
Funding in NY State Senate
Professor Anthony Sebok
testified on May 16, 2018,
before the New York State
Senate Committee on
Consumer Protection at a
hearing focusing on lawsuit
lending and how the senate
can better regulate thirdparty litigation financing.
Sebok, who conducted the
first large-scale study that
has ever been done in this
13

FACULTY briefs

Gilles

area, studied 100,000 cases
over 15 years and said “Until
now, no one really knew the
true cost of consumer
litigation funding.”

Professors and Human
Rights Experts Getgen
Kestenbaum and Rona
Contributed Work to UN Book
Addressing Child Involvement
in Armed Groups in Contemporary Armed Conflict
Professors Jocelyn Getgen
Kestenbaum and Gabor Rona
were involved in the creation
of a new book launched in
February, Cradled by Conflict:
Child Involvement with
Armed Groups in Contemporary Conflict. Getgen
Kestenbaum contributed to
chapters related to law and
children affected by conflict.
Rona co-wrote a chapter
titled “Navigating Challenges
in Child Protection and the
Reintegration of Children
Associated with Armed
Groups.”
Getgen Kestenbaum is
the director of the Benjamin
B. Ferencz Human Rights
and Atrocity Prevention
Clinic as well as director of
the Cardozo Law Institute in
Holocaust and Human
Rights. Her recent work is
focused on protecting
14

Sebok

Sterk

Brazil’s largest indigenous
group from efforts to force
them off their land.

Professor Sterk Honored
With Brigham-Kanner
Property Rights Prize
Professor Stewart Sterk was
named the recipient of the
2018 Brigham-Kanner Property Rights Prize from the
William & Mary Law School
Property Rights Project. The
prize is presented annually
to a “scholar, practitioner or
jurist whose work affirms
the fundamental importance
of property rights.”
Sterk is the director of
Cardozo’s Center for Real
Estate Law & Policy. He is
one of the most widely
respected and frequently
cited property scholars in
the country.

Corrections and Community
Supervision (DOCCS). The
progress was achieved in
the first year of a five-year
settlement agreement
negotiated between DOCCS
and Professor Alexander
Reinert, the New York Civil
Liberties Union (NYCLU)
and Morrison & Foerster.
“The progress over the past
year is encouraging and
is an important step
towards achieving significant

reform,” said Reinert.
In December 2017, a
federal magistrate judge in
Brooklyn ruled that New
York City will pay a total of
$5 million to plaintiffs over
solitary confinement
practices. The class-action
lawsuit filed by Reinert
among other attorneys was
on behalf of 470 people who
were put in solitary confinement between 2012 and 2015.
The case reversed a Rikers
Island policy that mandated
that prisoners who had
served time in solitary
confinement before being
released would be forced
back into solitary if they
came back into the jail at a
later time.
Reinert is the director of
the Center for Rights and
Justice at Cardozo. He is a
leading advocate for criminal rights. (See his article on
page 20).

Professor Kate Shaw has been seen
frequently in recent months commenting
on the Supreme Court as Supreme Court
analyst for ABC News. Her scholarly
works include “Speech, Intent and the

Case Litigated by Professor
Reinert Leads to Drop in
Solitary Confinement in
NY Prisons; Clients Win
Class Action Lawsuit Against
NYC Over Solitary Confinement Practices
The use of solitary confinement dropped considerably
in New York State in 2017,
according to a report from
the state’s Department of

President,” a novel work in the Cornell
Law Review examining the question of
how Courts should weigh presidential speech when ruling on
constitutional questions about the law. In June the Supreme
Court upheld President Trump’s “travel ban” proclamation but
left the door open to considering both presidential speech and
presidential intent in the appropriate case. Shaw’s article
provides a framework for courts considering both the speech and
the intent of the president in future cases.

CARDOZO LIFE

Professor Rosenfeld
Authors Chapter in Two
New Books
Professor Michel Rosenfeld
published the following
chapters during the 2017–18
academic year: “Modern
Historical Antecedents of
Global Constitutionalism in
Theoretical Perspective” in
Anthony F. Lang, Jr. and
Antje Wiener, eds., Handbook
on Global Constitutionalism
and “The Judicial Constitutionalization of Politics in
Canada and Other Contemporary Democracies:
Comparing the Canadian
Secession Case to South
Africa’s Death Penalty Case
and Israel’s Landmark

Markowitz

Migdal Constitutional Case”
in Richard Albert and David
Cameron, eds., Canada in
the World: Comparative
Perspectives on the Canadian
Constitution.

Professor Weisberg Selected
as Chair of MLA Selection
Executive Committee and as
a member of the Executive
Committee for AALS
Professor Richard Weisberg
was selected for the following
institutional appointments
for 2018–19: Chair, Executive
Committee, Modern Language Association, Section
on Literature and the Law;
Member, Executive Commit-

Weisberg

tee, Association of American
Law Schools Section on Law
and the Humanities.
Weisberg is the founding
director of the Holocaust,
Genocide and Human Rights
Program at Cardozo. In addi-

Nash

As immigration issues continue to rip through the political landscape, the professors of the
Kathryn O. Greenberg Immigration Justice Clinic published a scholarly work titled “Pardoning
Immigrants” in New York University Law Review, examining whether a future president could use
her or his pardoning power as a gamechanger to protect some of the hundreds of thousands of
undocumented workers currently in the United States. This article explores the novel concept of
a civil immigration pardon, which Professor Peter Markowitz had advocated President Obama to
implement prior to President Trump taking office. Future presidents will likely face the questions
of how to use prosecutorial discretion generally, and the pardon power specifically, to address the
human toll of immigration policies. Markowitz and Professor Lindsay Nash argue that since the
founding of the country, the pardon power has been used primarily to forgive individual criminal
convictions. However, it raises novel questions regarding the appropriate boundaries of its power
to help future presidents determine whether their pardon power can serve as a safety valve to
alleviating the disproportionate penalties that our immigration laws have imposed on longtime
members of our communities.
Markowitz is the director of the Kathryn O. Greenberg Immigration Justice Clinic. Nash became
clinical assistant professor of law at Cardozo in July.
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Seligman

tion, he is a pioneer in the
growing area of law and literature. He has successfully
litigated on behalf of Holocaust survivors and their
heirs, providing a measure
of justice for World War II
victims of anti-Semitism.

Cardozo Welcomes New
Visiting Assistant Professor
Professor Matthew Seligman
joined Cardozo in July and
will teach contracts and
corporations. He taught at
Harvard Law School as a
Climenko Fellow and
Lecturer on Law and
previously practiced law at
Kellogg, Huber, Hansen,
Todd, Evans, & Figel P.L.L.C.
in Washington, D.C., where
he focused primarily on
Supreme Court and appellate
litigation.
Seligman clerked for the
Hon. Douglas H. Ginsburg
on the United States Court of
Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit, and he
received his law degree from
Stanford Law School, where
he participated in the
Supreme Court Litigation
Clinic. He received a PhD in
philosophy from New York
University and undergraduate degrees in mathematics
and philosophy.
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FACULTY WITH IMPACT
TAKING ON CRITICAL LEGAL ISSUES OF THE DAY

Cardozo faculty members
are making their voices heard
on the conflicts that will
shape the future
of law and of society.

Here are five pioneering professors
out to make a difference.

AARON WRIGHT
Blockchain and the Future

ALEXANDER REINERT
Understanding Solitary Confinement as a Human Rights Abuse

MYRIAM GILLES
Making the Case to Congress to Save Class Action Suits

CHRISTOPHER BUCCAFUSCO
Is Copyright Law Failing New Musical Artists?

MICHELLE ADAMS
Broken Promises of the Fair Housing Act at 50
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AARON WRIGHT
Professor Aaron Wright Testifies Before Congress:
Blockchain Technology and the Future
On February 14, 2018, Professor Wright testified at a joint Congressional hearing titled “Beyond Bitcoin: Emerging Applications for
Blockchain Technology.” His testimony was heard in front of the
Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, the Subcommittee on
Oversight and the Subcommittee on Research and Technology.

I

hope my testimony will spur this committee to increase
funding for basic research of blockchain technology within the United States and encourage Congress to increase
its exploration of the technology in line with the current
efforts of other leading jurisdictions.
My name is Aaron Wright, and I am a law professor, writing
and teaching primarily in the area of technology law. Over the
past four years, I have dedicated my academic efforts to researching and developing blockchain technology, writing about
policy issues associated with blockchain technology and counseling blockchain technology projects.
Blockchains constitute a new infrastructure for the storage
of data and the management of software applications, decreasing the need for centralized middlemen. While databases often
sit invisibly behind online services, their significance cannot be
understated. Databases serve as a backbone for every platform,
website, app or other online service. Up to this point, databases
have been for the most part maintained by centralized intermediaries, such as large internet companies or cloud computing
operators. Blockchains are beginning to change this dynamic,
powering a new generation of disintermediated peer-to-peer applications that are less dependent on centralized control.
The impact of blockchain technology is spreading to the
legal industry and other industries heavily reliant on contractual arrangements to structure business activity.
As we have seen over the past two years, blockchains are
poised to transform capital markets. Technologists are relying
on blockchains to build genuinely global marketplaces—markets that are decentralized, geographically agnostic and accessible to all. Blockchain technology is being explored to improve
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the efficiency of traditional financial services, creating digitized
financial agreements that are settled and cleared on a bilateral
basis with less of a need for third-party administration. Perhaps
of greater long-term importance, blockchains are securing
scarce digital assets (often referred to as “tokens”) and representations of digitized assets, which parties transfer using
smart contracts in a secure and largely irreversible way, with
less of a need for centralized intermediaries.
Extending beyond governmental services, blockchains are
increasingly being explored to control devices and machines,
with smart contracts defining the operations of internet-connected devices. If these attempts prove successful, blockchains
could foster a new era of machine-to-machine and machine-toperson interactions that could potentially change the very nature of our relationships with physical goods.
Due to the nascent nature of blockchains and the fact that
much of the innovation around blockchain technology is still
occurring here, the U.S. government has the unique ability to
shape the development of the technology by passing laws and
regulations that will either constrain or promote the technology’s growth and adoption. The United States could choose to
implement regulations that make it expensive or difficult to
develop or operate a blockchain-based service. Conversely, the
United States could implement favorable regulatory frameworks to protect businesses experimenting with blockchains as
part of pro-innovation policies.
I would encourage Congress to contemplate commissioning
a National Blockchain Commission that would aim to cement
America’s technological standing and increase economic
growth and innovation by exploring ways to invest in blockchain-based research—through prizes or otherwise—and to
help ensure that blockchain-based innovation occurs here. The
commission could 1) help devise common principles to guide
the federal approach for regulating blockchain technology
across a range of sectors, protecting values like financial privacy, personal autonomy and consumer protection, and 2) hold
hearings, conduct research and make recommendations for
industry, the Executive Branch and Congress. Through the

Blockchains are poised to transform capital markets.

”
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Professor Aaron Wright ‘05 is
an associate clinical professor
of law at Cardozo and the
founder of both the Tech
Startup Clinic and the Cardozo/
Google Patent Diversity Project.
He co-authored Blockchain and
the Law (Harvard University
Press, 2018), about the
technology that is expected to
revolutionize financial
transactions. He has created
partnerships between Cardozo,
Stanford Law School and Duke
Law School and is one of the
pioneers in training law
students to understand the
legal and regulatory issues
being raised by blockchain and
its sister technology bitcoin.

above approach, we can ensure that the United States remains
the best place to develop, launch and grow a blockchain-based
project. The United States can maintain its lead when it comes
to internet-based technologies and implement sensible guardrails to guide its development.
Question/Answer
(Excerpts from Congressional Testimony)
Congressman Lipinksi: Is Congress doing enough to foster a coherent strategy for blockchain research development and a
unified regulatory strategy for blockchain-based technologies?
I know you suggested a blockchain-based commission. Can you
expand on that?
Aaron Wright: The idea with the blockchain commission would
be to provide a degree of uniformity and a unified approach
across the federal government to various regulatory challenges
that have emerged, such as privacy issues, identity management issues, key management issues, consumer protection,
and securities and commodities law.
There are competing interpretations issued by several federal agencies; it would be beneficial to explore if we can have some
common guiding principles to ensure that the technology can
develop in a mature way as we did with the internet in the 90s.
FA L L 2 018

Congresswoman Bonamici: Can blockchain make our elections

more secure?
Aaron Wright: For public voting systems, the anonymity is not

there yet. But in a corporate setting, shareholders can record
their votes on a blockchain, and then you can use smart contracts to tally them automatically.
Congressman Foster: Digital contracts seem like this could be
transformative—it seems there are two classes: one where you
need a governing body that could break the contract if necessary and one where you’re comfortable letting the digital process play out. And have you thought about the classes of problems that can be solved by those two?
Aaron Wright: One of the emerging use cases for blockchain
technology is to memorialize legal agreements in code in software instead of in a natural language agreement. Smart contracts are unique in their ability to run autonomously across
several computers at the same time. They are software, so you
can program them in different ways. The real fundamental
value for the smart contract when it comes to legal arrangements is that blockchain has proven exemplary in securing digital assets of different stripes, including virtual currencies and
representations of physical and other digital assets, and using
these programs to seamlessly transfer them. ?
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ALEXANDER REINERT
We Need to Treat Solitary Confinement
Like the Human Rights Abuse It Is

T

onja Fenton was incarcerated in a New York state
prison when she sent a sample of prison food to a federal court in support of her lawsuit alleging retaliation
and food tampering by corrections officers. For this
offense, she was sentenced to six months in solitary
confinement, where, as she later said, “you forget what it’s like
to be human.” She received additional time in solitary for having the temerity to report a sexual assault that corrections staffers said they could not independently substantiate.
Her experience is not unique. Every day, thousands of people in the United States are locked up in solitary confinement
for trivial reasons, where they experience “one of the most severe forms of punishment that can be inflicted on human beings short of killing them,” according to a 2013 report on mental
health standards for the New York City Board of Correction. So,
while it is news when the Supreme Court is asked to decide
whether a person may be deprived of outdoor exercise for two
years while in solitary, the real question is how we allow prisons to put someone in solitary for that long in the first place.
Solitary confinement does not make prisons and jails safer
for officers or incarcerated people, it does not prevent recidivism and it violates Eighth Amendment protections against
cruel and unusual punishment with appalling regularity. The
public and some of our officials are coming around to this reality, but the judiciary—tasked with interpreting fundamental
constitutional rights—has a critical role to play if our society is
to reject this outdated form of torture.
Courts have played this role before. In 1890’s In re Medley,
the Supreme Court condemned extreme isolation as a failed
experiment that drove some in prison to suicide and left
others unprepared to return to everyday life. For many decades thereafter, solitary confinement lay abandoned as a form
of criminal punishment.
In response to crowding and increasing violence, corrections officials brought solitary confinement back in the 1960s,
and since then, its use has skyrocketed. Today, solitary is governed not by penal statutes adopted through the legislative
process but by the nearly boundless discretion the government
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gives to corrections officials to impose discipline on incarcerated people deemed unruly. This year, approximately 20 percent of people in federal and state prisons and jails will experience some form of extreme isolation during their detention.
Most will be deprived of the most basic level of human contact
and interaction for more than 30 days. And though the public
may think it is used for only the most violent and disruptive
behavior, a stint in solitary today could be triggered by a long
and ever-growing list of nonviolent offenses, including smoking
in an unauthorized area and disobeying an order.
More and more evidence has shown that solitary has no positive impact. Just as the Supreme Court observed in 1890, we
know that extreme isolation is an assault on human dignity;
one person in prison said it causes the mind to rot, and others
described feeling as though their identities were unraveling.
When the head of Colorado’s prison system spent 24 hours in
solitary to understand the experience, he found himself asking
how long it would take before the cell “chipped away” at his
mind; he concluded that “it would be a battle I would lose.”
The harms of solitary go beyond anecdote. It’s well documented that solitary can lead to severe psychological disturbances like anxiety, depression, rage, cognitive disturbances,
perceptual distortions, paranoia and psychosis, as well as suicidal behavior. Further, the view that solitary confinement can
improve the safety of wardens and corrections officers is misconceived. Studies of jurisdictions that have reduced their use of solitary confinement generally show no increase in aggregate levels
of violence. After Colorado and Maine significantly decreased
their use of solitary, prison violence dropped. Other studies have
shown that solitary does not effectively deter misbehavior. For
some reason, however, the harms caused by solitary confinement are viewed differently from other types of inhumane treatment. Tell a court that a person in prison has been deprived of
access to water for even a day, and a judge would have no difficulty finding that he was deprived his basic human needs, in
clear violation of the Eighth Amendment. Tell a court that a person has been deprived of human contact, held in a constantly illuminated cell and given no opportunity to exercise for months,

More and more evidence has shown that solitary has no positive impact.
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and Justice. He teaches and
Eighth Amendment protections
writes about prisons and
against cruel and unusual punishpunishment. Professor Reinert
ment with appalling regularity.
argued before the Supreme
The problem is that judges look
Court in Ashcroft v. Iqbal and
at solitary mainly from one perhas actively worked towards
spective. They regulate isolation
solitary confinement reform.
through a procedural lens: They
focus on whether people in prisons and jails are entitled to a hearing before being placed in solitary,
but this approach places no backend restrictions on how and why
corrections officials use extreme
isolation.
But courts have opportunities
to give meaning to the Eighth
Amendment in the context of this
practice, in cases brought by people seeking to challenge their ongoing confinement in solitary or
requesting compensation for the
suffering caused by solitary. If the
use of solitary offends basic standards of decency and dignity or if
it is torturous, courts have an obligation to find that it violates the
Eighth Amendment.
To curb abuse, judges can and
should put substantive limitations
on how correctional facilities use
solitary, which would allow them
to set clear boundaries that may
not be crossed, regardless of what
procedures are followed. These
boundaries should also acknowledge the difference between separation and isolation. Some people
judges must play in regulating the use of extreme isolation.
held in prisons and jails will, on occasion, require separation
There has been some positive movement by courts in the
from others. But this need not require the extreme isolation
United States, but without a broader shift in the way federal and
that accompanies solitary confinement as it is used today.
state courts view solitary confinement, thousands of people
This is not a call for judges to legislate from the bench.
across the country will continue to experience inhumane, unAmericans’ constitutional rights are being regularly violated,
constitutional treatment at the hands of corrections officers
and the judiciary should step in to correct it as it would in any
operating under a vague legal framework.
similar situation. Some prison systems and local governments
When those people leave confinement, they will be poorly
have made strides in correcting their use of solitary. In his 2018
situated for re-entry into society, since the harms caused by
State of the State address, New York’s Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D)
exposure to solitary linger years later. Some corrections offiannounced that its prison system would close more than 1,200
cials, legislators and members of the public are finally coming
solitary confinement beds throughout its correctional facilities
to this realization. Our courts are the missing piece. It is time
—part of a reform of New York’s use of solitary prompted by a
they revisit what the Supreme Court understood more than a
class action lawsuit. (I am one of the plaintiffs’ lawyers in that
century ago and close the door on a practice that violates basic
case.) In 2017, Colorado’s prison system abolished long-term
human rights. ?
solitary confinement.
Outside the United States, as shown in recent decisions from
Canada and India, courts have recognized the critical role that
This piece was first published on Huffpost on May 15, 2018.
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Professor Myriam Gilles Testifies Before Senate
in Defense of Consumers’ Rights
On November 8, 2017, Professor Myriam Gilles testified at a Senate
hearing in Washington, D.C. Below is a portion of her written testimony
and excerpts from the question/answer period during the hearing.

In our legal system, citizens are vested with statutory and common law rights whose violation may be vindicated by private
litigation. These causes of action allow citizens to bring legal
claims against all manner of wrongdoers—large corporations,
government actors, private individuals—and, if supported by
facts and law, these claims will advance regardless of the identity or clout of the parties. This democratic feature has made
our civil justice system the envy of the world. For example, litigation helps ensure that our financial markets are on the upand-up so that we may all invest with confidence. It punishes
fraudulent scam artists, allowing law-abiding businesses to
flourish. And it protects hard-working Americans from unscrupulous practices such as wage theft, discrimination and harassment. And while state and federal agencies and officials also
retain responsibility for the detection, investigation and litigation of legal violations, limited public resources and a preference for decentralized enforcement have resulted in significant
reliance placed upon private litigation as the primary means of
vindicating many of our protected rights.
In the over two hundred years since the Founding, we have
worked steadily to improve and adapt our civil justice system to
the changing needs of the nation. A number of bills that recently passed by the House and are now before the Senate contain provisions that were considered and rejected by the Advisory Committee for Civil Rules. Failing that rigorous and
demanding process, proponents of litigation “reform” now seek
direct legislation to protect them from liability for wrongdoing.
But make no mistake: The true target of the Chamber’s efforts
at litigation “reform” is not meritless lawsuits against businesses. It is law suits against businesses, period. The Chamber’s
litigation proposals would insulate Equifax and Wells Fargo
today, just as they would have insulated WorldCom and Enron a
generation ago and God knows who tomorrow.
The real problem facing the civil justice system is not that
there are too many frivolous lawsuits but that too few meritorious claims are making their way to court. The most consequential impediment is the enforcement of forced arbitration clauses
containing class-action bans, which bar consumers and employees from bringing or being represented in any form of collective litigation.
Question/Answer
(Excerpts from Senate Testimony)
Senator Franken: Did the now-defunct CFPB (Consumer Finan-

cial Protection Bureau) rule “ban” arbitration as an option for
consumers or companies?
Myriam Gilles: The CFPB rule that was struck down a few weeks
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ago did provide consumers the ability to go into arbitration
voluntarily after a dispute. … We’re not trying to kill arbitration
—it will continue to exist where the parties enter into these
agreements voluntarily.
Senator Cornyn: The study by Treasury concluded that on average, when there is a class action lawsuit, the plaintiff’s claim is
$32.25, but in the vast majority of those lawsuits, the consumer
actually gets nothing. How is that better than an expedited
process like arbitration, which provides consumers with more
money? How is class action better?
Myriam Gilles: CFPB was never trying to ban arbitration. All they
were trying to do was ban arbitration clauses forced onto consumers often without their knowledge. Seventy-five percent of
consumers studied had no idea they were giving away these
important rights.
Senator Whitehouse: Trial by jury was very important to the
Founding Fathers. Blackstone, who was the legal commentator
upon whom the Founding Fathers relied, said, “Trial by jury
was the glory of the English law. The most powerful individual
in the state will be cautious of committing any flagrant invasion
of another’s right when he knows that the act of his oppression
must be examined and decided by a jury of 12 indifferent men.
… This prevents the encroachment of more powerful and
wealthy citizens.” Can you comment on this?
Myriam Gilles: I think the Founding Fathers got it right. Trial by
a jury of our peers is an incredibly important right which we
seem to have lost sight of. We have allowed large corporations to
contract away these rights and to do so without this legislative
body doing anything with respect to what is a massive crisis in
the civil justice system. The crisis is not frivolous litigation. The
issue is that meritorious cases aren’t getting in front of juries.
The little guy doesn’t get to go toe-to-toe with the big corporation and explain what went wrong. One of the most important
divides in this country is the wealth gap, and one of the places
we see the gap expressing itself most dramatically is in the civil
docket. Middle-class and poor people aren’t on the civil docket.
There’s a deep problem in the civil justice system: Ordinary
people can’t get to court.
Senator Hirono: I’m disturbed by the effect of forced arbitration
clauses in employment contracts on sexual harassment victims.
Can you talk about forced arbitration clauses and the effect they
have in perpetuating a culture of silence in the workplace?
Myriam Gilles: Recent events reveal that powerful men are using
forced arbitration clauses in employment contracts with women
in order to silence them. That allows them to keep doing what
they’re doing without any real fear they will be detected. It creates a real sense that women and others who are harassed have
absolutely no power. Forced arbitration is a problem because of
the secrecy and the one-on-one nature of it. ?
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CHRISTOPHER BUCCAFUSCO
The Blurred Lines of Copyright Law
are Limiting Musical Creativity

S

ometimes it seems as if today’s musicians spend as
much time defending themselves against copyright
infringement lawsuits as they do writing new music.
Reading about suits against Ed Sheeran, Nicki Minaj,
Pharrell Williams, Robin Thicke and a host of others,
one might be tempted to think that contemporary pop artists
are just uncreative copycats.
The real issue, however, is that pop musicians simply may
be running out of creative space. And this problem is being exacerbated by the behaviors of what we might call “legacy” interests—parties who own copyright interests in already-created
songs but who won’t be making any new music.
I have argued, with my colleagues Stefan Bechtold and
Christopher Sprigman, that any field of creative production has
a certain “innovation space.” This space represents the world of
possible solutions to a given creative problem. At the beginning
of a field, whether sonata form or smartphone design, the innovation space is wide open. Anyone is free to do almost anything. Over time, however, portions of the innovation space get
filled by intellectual property rights. The earliest creators fill
up the innovation space with their copyrights and patents, limiting the options for newcomers. Newer creators are faced with
a dilemma in which they must either find a portion of the innovation space that hasn’t been claimed or pay a license fee to
one of their predecessors.
The available innovation space for popular music has
changed substantially over the last 75 years. Some innovations,
most importantly rock and roll and rap, have dramatically expanded the areas of available musical creativity. Certain kinds
of music that would have been unthinkable a generation or two
earlier now fall squarely within the mainstream.
But there are reasons to be concerned. The scope of musical
creativity likely isn’t infinite. New research applying social science methods to aesthetics suggests that people’s musical preferences are more limited than was previously believed. So
while it’s possible that we’re on the cusp of another major evolution in musical taste, it’s also possible that we’re getting close to
exhausting the varieties of music that people find appealing.
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Moreover, whatever is happening at the boundaries of musical innovation, the innovation space at the core of popular
music is becoming as crowded as a Tokyo subway car. Finding
a pleasing melody that hasn’t already been used by another artist is likely to get harder and harder. While innovations will
create demand for new kinds of music, there will always be a
sizable share of consumers who want new music that lies close
to the center of traditional pop. Discovering ways to satisfy that
demand is becoming increasingly difficult.
Unfortunately, the behaviors of some copyright owners are
making this problem worse. The available innovation space
depends on the scope or breadth of the rights granted to copyright owners. Copyright law doesn’t just prevent exact duplication of a work; it also prevents “substantially similar” copies of
work. Lately, the scope of musical copyrights seems to be
expanding.
Active creators will typically have conflicting interests.
They want copyright laws that are broad enough to give them
strong rights against competitors but narrow enough to ensure
there is always room in the innovation space for their next
song. One day, they are potential plaintiffs with grievances
against copyists, but the next day, they could be potential defendants on the hook for millions of dollars.
But legacy interests—those parties who are no longer making music or who have inherited rights from previously active
musicians—do not face these competing concerns. Since
they’re not creating any new music, they don’t run the risk of
being hauled into court. The statute of limitations will have
run out long ago for any copyrights they or their parents may
have infringed.
It’s not surprising, then, that many of the recent lawsuits
have been brought by legacy interests. Plaintiffs like Marvin
Gaye’s estate or older bands like The Hollies and Spirit will always prefer broader copyright protection, because they never
have to worry about being defendants. They can push for copyright law to protect more than just a song’s melody but also its
rhythm, feeling or groove.
Many legacy interests from the 1960s and 1970s are the

Pop musicians simply may be running out of creative space.
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beneficiaries of being at the right place at the right time. Thirty
years earlier, many of their contributions would have failed
to gain recognition or copyright protection, as the stories of
the many black progenitors of rock and roll indicate. Yet 30
years later, these artists would have faced a much more
crowded innovation space and a much greater risk of copyright
infringement.
It’s possible that overcrowding at the core of musical creativity will encourage artists to push the musical boundaries even
further. But it’s also possible that expanding music copyrights
will simply make it harder (and more expensive) for newer artists to produce the kinds of music we want to listen to. Then, all
FA L L 2 018

we’re likely to see is a massive wealth transfer from future consumers and artists to the heirs of those who lived and worked at
just the right time. If older creators and their descendants are
unwilling to stop the barrage of lawsuits, Congress and the
courts should step in and determine the appropriate scope of
copyright law. Leaving to a jury the open-ended question of
whether two songs are “substantially similar” could end up hindering musical creativity. ?
Reprinted with permission from the May 14 issue of The Recorder.
© 2018 ALM Media Properties, LLC. Further duplication without
permission is prohibited. All rights reserved.
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MICHELLE ADAMS
The Unfulfilled Promise of the Fair Housing Act

F

ifty years ago, on April 11, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed into law the Civil Rights Act of 1968, commonly known as the Fair Housing Act. It was one of
the last major pieces of Great Society legislation, and
its passage did not come easily. Congress had already
rejected two earlier versions of the law, and the 1968 Act seemed
destined for a similar fate. But then, on April 4, a gunman fired
a single shot at Martin Luther King, Jr., and fate suddenly
turned. With riots breaking out across the country and federal
troops patrolling Washington, D.C., Johnson pushed the bill
through a newly receptive Congress. Signing the law, he remarked that few in the country “believed that fair housing
would, in our time, become the unchallenged law of this land.
And, indeed, this bill has had a long and stormy trip.” It still has
far to go.
In 1967, a year before King was assassinated, my parents
bought a vacant lot in Detroit’s exclusive, mostly white Palmer
Woods neighborhood. In the seventies, they built their dream
home there, one of the proudest achievements of their lives.
As a child, I never questioned how they managed to buy the
lot during the height of the civil rights movement. Just before
my mother died, in 2013, she told me that they had been
forced to rely on a highly compensated white intermediary,
who concealed the fact that the ultimate buyers—my parents—were black.
My childhood home was close to Detroit’s so-called “segregation wall,” also known as the Eight Mile Wall. Situated some
three miles away from our home, the wall was built in the early
1940s, when Detroit was a boomtown with a rapidly growing
population. It wasn’t until I became a civil rights lawyer and
constitutional law professor that I learned of its troubling history. A real estate developer wanted to build homes for whites
on empty land near a black enclave in northwest Detroit. President Franklin D. Roosevelt had recently established the Federal
Housing Administration (FHA), which was created to facilitate
homeownership by providing federal loan guarantees to prospective buyers. This new agency should have worked in the
developer’s favor, but government appraisers had given the
black enclave a grade of D, or “hazardous,” and had colored it
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red on a map, making any homes the developer built in the area
ineligible for FHA assistance. Undeterred, the developer devised a compromise: in exchange for federal financial assistance, the developer would build a concrete wall—six feet high,
a foot thick, and a half-mile long—separating the black enclave
from the proposed white subdivision. The agency accepted the
deal, and the wall still stands today.
As recent work by the economists Raj Chetty, Nathaniel
Hendren and Lawrence Katz has shown, neighborhoods have
an enormous influence on their residents’ potential for success. According to the study, moving from a high-poverty
neighborhood to a low-poverty neighborhood raised incomes
by 31 percent, improved college attendance, and reduced teenage pregnancy.
Detroit’s segregation wall demonstrates the role that the federal government played in separating the races throughout the
nation. The segregation that we continue to see today didn’t
happen by accident. It was the result of official policy. Federal
appraisal maps used racial classifications. The FHA refused to
guarantee black buyers’ mortgages. Public housing—which depended on federal funds—was explicitly segregated by race.
The FHA supported the use of racially restrictive covenants,
which barred the sale of private homes to buyers of color.
The Fair Housing Act was meant to do two things: outlaw individual acts of housing discrimination and foster integration. It
was the first time that Congress declared it illegal for private
individuals to discriminate on the basis of race in the sale or
rental of housing. This was no small thing. An early civil rights
statute, adopted in 1866, said that all citizens “shall have the
same right … as is enjoyed by white citizens thereof to inherit,
purchase, lease, sell, hold, and convey real and personal property,” but this protection was treated as addressing only government action. Before 1968, it was assumed to be perfectly legal for
owners to refuse to sell homes to black families, for a private
bank to deny a potential black homebuyer a loan or for a broker
to lie and say that no homes were available.
The law successfully made these individual acts of explicit
racial discrimination in housing transactions illegal, and residential segregation by race has since declined. But the Fair

Neighborhoods have an enormous influence on their residents’
potential for success. xxxx
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Housing Act has never fully delivered on its promise to promote and further integration.
Walter Mondale, one of the statute’s principal sponsors, said
that the Fair Housing Act was intended to replace ghettos “by
truly integrated and balanced living patterns.” But in 1968, residential segregation was stratospherically high. Whites were
deeply committed to it. They used all legal and illegal means,
including cross burnings, arson and physical attacks, to keep
blacks out of their neighborhoods. They formed thousands of
homeowner organizations, complete with block captains, for
the express purpose of keeping blacks out of white neighborhoods. And when these methods failed, they simply moved to
the suburbs.
It would have taken a remarkably strong federal statute,
loaded with every enforcement measure in the book, to combat
a social problem of that magnitude. And those measures are
exactly what the Fair Housing Act didn’t have. The final bill included significant compromises that limited the Department of
Housing and Urban Development’s (HUD) enforcement capabilities. It also put the burden of enforcement on the victims,
requiring them to either file a formal complaint with HUD or
sue in federal court to vindicate their rights.
Had its goal of promoting integration been implemented, the
Fair Housing Act would have had the potential to be an extraordinary anti-segregation weapon. Instead, it was obstructed
from the very beginning. Shortly after the law was enacted, the
HUD Secretary George Romney, as part of his Open Communities program, tried to require that a white Detroit suburb accept
affordable housing in exchange for federal funds. His efforts
failed miserably: President Nixon killed the initiative, and Romney eventually resigned. HUD effectively refused to enforce
that provision of the statute for the next 45 years.
Late in President Barack Obama’s second term, in 2015,
HUD adopted meaningful regulations that put teeth in the Fair
Housing Act’s mandate to foster integration. The new rules focused on enhancing access to good schools, jobs, transportation, recreation and social services. The regulations had strict
timelines, which held both the local jurisdictions and HUD accountable. Fair housing advocates rejoiced. Then came the election of Donald Trump. In January of this year, HUD Secretary
Ben Carson announced that the department would postpone
the Obama-era requirements until at least 2020.
Just before the Fair Housing Act was passed, the Kerner
Commission warned that the nation was “moving toward two
societies, one black, one white—separate and unequal.” To prevent that, it recommended that the nation enact a comprehensive federal open housing law. And we did. But we have failed to
meaningfully enforce it. The reality is that blacks and whites—
even those with similar incomes—still largely live in separate
worlds, with separate opportunities and separate schools.
Today, the segregation wall in Detroit is covered with a multicolored mural depicting neighborhood children, Detroit Tigers, Sojourner Truth and images from the civil rights movement. Mostly, it is a reminder of one of America’s many unfulfilled promises. ?
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Pardoning Immigrants

Intelligent Design (2018)

(2018)
NYU Law Review

“As millions of
noncitizens and their
families face a
historically unprecedented wave of
deportations and as
traditional mechanisms for policymaking continue to fail,
the immigration
pardon offers an
important tool for
future presidents to
forgive the civil
offenses that result in
some of the most
unforgiving penalties
in our nation’s justice
system.”

Duke Law Journal

“We propose a variety
of solutions that
would move design
protection towards a
successful channeling
regime, balancing
the law’s needs for
incentives and
competition. Those
proposals include
improving doctrinal
screens to weed out
functionality, making
design protection
more costly, and
preventing designers
from obtaining
multiple forms of
protection for the
same design.”

This piece first appeared in The New Yorker on April 11, 2018.
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DEBORAH PEARLSTEIN

MICHAEL POLLACK

SAM WEINSTEIN

ANTHONY SEBOK

Speech, Intent, and the

Armed Conflict at the

Taking Data (2018)

Rigged Results? Antitrust

An Empirical Investiga-

President (2018)

Threshold? (2018)

University of Chicago

Lessons from Keyword

tion of Third Party

Cornell Law Review

Virginia Journal of

Law Review

Auctions (2017)

Consumer Litigation

“The novel rhetorical
habits and strategies
of President Donald
Trump have already
thrust questions of
presidential intent
into the spotlight in
high-stakes ongoing
litigation, including
over the President’s
‘travel ban’ orders.
Courts evaluating the
lawfulness of those
orders have wrestled
with what weight to
accord the President’s
statements.”
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International Law

“Sixteen years into the
United States’ engagement in what it has
controversially
understood as a global,
non-international
armed conflict against
a shifting set of
terrorist groups, a
growing array of
scholars has called for
a reassessment of the
significance of the
‘armed conflict’
classification under
international humanitarian law.”

“As people expose
more of their lives to
their internet service
providers (ISPs)—all
the websites they visit,
people they communicate with, emails
they send, files they
store, and more—law
enforcement efforts
to access that data
become more and
more common. But
scholars and policymakers alike recognize that the existing
statutory frameworks
governing those
efforts are based on
obsolete technology
and strike balances
that are difficult to
justify and that are
both over- and
under-protective of
privacy.”

Tulane Law Review

Funding (2018)

“Bid rigging is quintessential criminal antitrust conduct. Yet
search engine
optimization experts
publicly advise firms
to agree with competitors not to bid on
each other’s trademarks in search
engine keyword
auctions, and evidence indicates that
companies enter such
bid-suppression
agreements. This
article examines the
parameters of keyword auction bid
suppression and why
it persists despite the
antitrust risks.”

Cornell Law Review

“This is the first
large-scale empirical
study of consumer
third-party litigation funding in the
United States. Despite
being part of the
American legal
system for more than
two decades there has
been almost no real
data-driven empirical
study to date.”

29

A COURTSIDE SEAT
At a time when the American judiciary is under intense pressure from the executive
branch, and when the Trump administration policies are frequently being reviewed
by the courts, the public is looking for reassurance that the Supreme Court is a
trustworthy institution. Cardozo Law is proud to be home to six professors with claims
to the distinction of having served as clerks for the Supreme Court.
With experience dating back from Justices Potter Stewart and Byron White and
extending up to current-day Justices Sonia Sotomayor and Stephen Breyer, these six
professors offer unique insights into the inner workings of the Court, the justices’
processes and the importance of the Court’s role in American society.
Here, these six scholars present their thoughts on the nation’s highest court, its
influence on their teaching and their experiences behind the scenes.

o A too-familiar quote about American law comes from de
Tocqueville: “There is hardly a political question in the United
States which does not sooner or later turn into a judicial one.”
There is truth to this, but it is both overused and overstated.
For example, in reality it is remarkably rare for the Court to step
in to referee a major question regarding presidential authority.
It can happen—the Steel Seizure Case comes immediately to
mind—but in general the boundaries of presidential authority
are controlled by norms, political forces, self-restraint and the
democratic process, not the Supreme Court. This is as it should
be. So, it is a remarkable testament to the bizarre times in which
we live that it now seems possible that the Court will end up
deciding questions such as whether the President of the United
States can obstruct justice or pardon himself. I would not yet
say that is likely to happen, but stay tuned.
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k He seemed to have decided to accord to each of us, upon arrival,
a presumption that we were perfectly capable of discharging the duties
of this awe-inspiring job for which we had somehow been selected;
that we had views that merited his consideration; that we would add
something of value to discussions about the cases pending before the
Court and those vying for review. He provided basic guidelines, but
mostly he placed his trust in our abilities and good judgment. And I
think that all of us, simultaneously thrilled and terrified at the justice’s
evident assessment (mistaken assessment, as I’m sure it seemed to
many of us—I know it did to me), somehow rose to the occasion:
We quickly became the lawyers he seemed to believe we were. There
was no real alternative.
The justice’s general orientation in this regard was not limited to
his law clerks; he actually seemed to approach everyone, from his
colleagues on the Court to judges on the lower federal courts to the
lawyers who appeared before him, with this same presumption of good
sense and good faith, almost without exception.
Editor’s Note: In a New York Times Op-Ed piece on June 5, Professor
Shaw analyzed the Supreme Court decision Masterpiece Cakeshop v.
Colorado Civil Rights Commission, writing, “It was no surprise that
Justice Anthony Kennedy, who has cast the decisive vote in so many
important Supreme Court cases, wrote Monday’s majority opinion in
Masterpiece Cakeshop v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission. What was
surprising was the lopsided 7–2 vote count. As is often the case,
however, the overall vote count obscured deep disagreements among
the justices who joined the majority opinion.”
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p Looking back on my clerkship—more than a half-century ago—I am
impressed by one overarching thing: how much the community of the
Court was committed—almost as a religion—to enhancing, through their
daily actions, the legitimacy of the institution. I would count as parts of
the community all who worked (or work) within the sacred precincts (the
justices, the marshal’s office, the staff and the clerks. But it also
included (and includes) the Supreme Court bar, the regular journalists
and constitutional scholars who cover the Court. It stretches to general
popular views. I think we, as clerks in the 1960s, hazily realized how
much the legitimacy of the Court depended on shared narratives of
integrity. Think of the building itself: our daily reaffirmation started with
that monumental pillared building. Architecture framed commitment.
This was reinforced for us as young law clerks each day as we entered
the marbled precincts. We were like novitiates in a holy space. Law
clerks had basic allegiance to the justices for whom they worked, but
they also had loyalty, as well, to the institution and its jurisprudential
traditions. It was very meritocratic: it was about establishing or defining

Monroe Price is the Joseph

ideas within the Court’s sets of logic … there were ironies and con-

and Sadie Danciger Profes-

straints, and deep and abiding differences.

sor of Law and Director

But the extraordinary glue was respect for the role that the Court had

of the Howard M. Squadron

established and the need for critical understanding for that role to be

Program in Law, Media

possible in the future. It’s worthwhile thinking about that envelope of

and Society. He clerked for

legitimacy, whether it’s defensible and whether it has been weakened.

Justice Potter Stewart
during the 1964 term.

Deborah Pearlstein is a
professor of law. She
clerked for Justice John
Paul Stevens during the
1999 term.

k Of all the lessons I learned from Justice Stevens, two come
up one way or another in the Constitutional Law classroom
every year and have struck me this past year over and over
again as especially important to insist on now. The first was his
fierce insistence on mastering all the facts of the case before
coming to a decision—not only what each side said happened,
but to the extent there was record evidence available, what
actually happened. He made a habit of writing the facts section
of every opinion first and all by himself. Without knowing the
truth of what happened, he was convinced, none of us could
reach any judgment we could rightfully defend. The second
was his practice of treating everyone around him—everyone—
with fundamental decency. This was a lesson he taught by
setting the example himself, even as he undertook one of the
most important jobs there is.
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o The Court’s role in our system means that it will inevitably
find itself resolving significant disputes and issuing decisions
that are going to be controversial in some corners. But the
most lasting impression I took from my time clerking is that
everyone who works at the Court—from the justices to the clerks
to every single member of the staff—is a person of integrity who
is honestly exercising his or her best judgment. The fact that
they respect each other’s differences and agreeably disagree
ought to be a model for the rest of our government.

Michael Pollack is an
assistant professor of law.
He clerked for Justice
Sonia Sotomayor during
the 2014 term.

k Legal education, particularly during the first year, can sometimes
leave the impression that Supreme Court justices are simply sitting in
their chambers typing away at their opinions, decreeing for everyone
what the law shall be. But as anyone who has clerked (or for that
matter practiced for any length of time) knows, judges do not operate
in a vacuum. Judges at all levels can only decide cases when litigants
bring them, and they are generally limited to resolving disputes based
on the arguments that each side makes in support of its case. Law

Alexander Reinert is the
director of Cardozo’s Center
for Rights and Justice.
He clerked for Justice
Stephen G. Breyer during
the 2000 term and argued
before the Supreme Court
in Ashcroft v. Iqbal.

can’t change just because the composition of the Court changes, or
just because justices realize that a prior decision was wrongly
decided. The law changes because people, usually lawyers, make
arguments that hold sway. For law students, this means that the
decisions they read in their classes are not just a product of what
the justices think are the “best” outcomes, but rather are products of
strategic decision-making and creative argumentation by lawyers.
It means that we all have a role to play in crafting law and that one
never knows what case one will be involved in that might prompt a
change in legal doctrine.
Professor Reinert wrote the brief for the U.S. Supreme Court for Ziglar
v. Abbasi, on behalf of a group of post-9/11 detainees who were never
suspected or charged with terrorism but who alleged that they were
placed in solitary confinement and subjected to other harsh treatment
because of their race, religion and national origin.
Professor Reinert has actively worked towards solitary confinement
reform and was co-counsel for Peoples v. Annucci, a 2012 lawsuit that
challenged the system-wide policies and practices governing solitary
confinement in New York State.
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Congratulations to
the Cardozo professors
who are among the
most-cited in
their fields

Cardozo
Faculty Ranked

#32

in the Nation for
Scholarly Impact by the
Leiter Reports

MYRIAM GILLES

#5

EDWARD ZELINSKY

Among the Nation’s
Most-Cited
Civil Procedure Faculty

#8

ANTHONY SEBOK

Among the Nation’s
Most-Cited Torts Faculty

Among the Nation’s
Most-Cited Tax Law Faculty

Cardozo Programs Receive Top Grades from PreLaw Magazine:
A+

Practical Training

A

Alternative Dispute Resolution

A+

Intellectual Property

A

International Law

A+

Public Interest Law

A

Public Service

A

Business Law

A

Criminal Law

A

Tax Law

Jeanne Curtis

Cardozo and Google’s
partnership maintains the
goal to increase diversity
amongst patent holders.
Less than eight percent of U.S. patents list women as the
primary inventor. A similar trend exists for minority groups.
Working together, Cardozo and Google are out to improve
those numbers with the formation of The Cardozo/Google
Patent Diversity Project.
Jeanne Curtis, a veteran IP attorney, is new to the Cardozo
community and is leading the effort as the project’s director.
The Cardozo/Google Patent Diversity Project is the first
of its kind at any law school in the country. Dean Melanie
Leslie launched the program with the support of Professor
Aaron Wright. “This law school has always worked to break
down barriers,” said Dean Leslie. “I have no doubt we will
increase the number of women and minority inventors who
hold patents.”
The project, launched in 2017 with the support of a two-year
$200,000 grant from Google, has the goal of becoming the go-to
destination for women and other underrepresented entrepreneurs in need of patent assistance.
The project will systematically address these problems by
building and maintaining a network of in-house counsel,
private law firms and pro bono legal clinics to help provide
patent assistance to female and minority group members in
need of representation. Google’s generous two-year grant will
be used to employ a full-time director to build and manage the
network, develop guides and other self-help materials and
supervise students in the Tech Startup Clinic working with
clients on patent-related matters.
“The project is important because there is a need to disrupt
the status quo,” said Curtis, “in terms of the number of women
and underserved minorities who obtain patents relative to men.”
Only eight percent of patents name a woman as a primary
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inventor, and the difference is not fully explained by educational level or because fewer women go into STEM fields,
according to Curtis. “In my time as a patent attorney, I only
worked with one female inventor,” she said.
The project also aims to help address those who have an
innovation but can’t afford legal services. “We’re trying to
increase the numbers of entrepreneurs getting patents and
creating educational materials that will help the general
public,” said Curtis.
Prior to joining Cardozo, Curtis was a partner at Fish &
Neave and then at Ropes & Gray. She counseled clients on the
creation, protection and enforcement of their intellectual
property. She tried and won cases in federal courts and
tribunals around the country. Curtis has also been a frequent
speaker on patents and trade secrets. She received both a B.A.
in mathematics and a J.D. from Boston University.
Curtis will also serve as a visiting assistant clinical professor. The role to lead the project, Curtis said, appealed to her
because it meant building something from the ground up;
combining teaching with leading the project; and addressing
what’s definitely a pressing social need in an area with which
she’s always been involved. “It’s saddening to see that more
women getting STEM degrees doesn’t translate into technology
protection, and because of that, inventions are getting left on
the table.”
“Cardozo is so well suited for this because there is real
space to build and create through our IP reputation.” ?
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Two Cardozo Clinics
Win Client’s
Criminal Appeal
and Release
from Prison;
A Third Cardozo Clinic
Fights to Keep Him
in the Country

36
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The first Cardozo clinic won his appeal. The second Cardozo clinic convinced
the jury in a two-week-long retrial that he was not guilty. Now that their client is
finally out of prison, a third Cardozo clinic is fighting to adjust his immigration
status in order to keep him in the country with his wife and family.
“This case represents the first time in Cardozo history that our
three criminal-related clinics—the Criminal Appeals Clinic,
the Immigration Justice Clinic and the Criminal Defense
Clinic—have worked together on behalf of the same client,” said
Professor Jonathan Oberman, director of the Criminal Defense
Clinic, on the day after the June 26 victory in a trial that he
described as exhausting and intense. “The case is incredibly
complex, and the coordination between our clinicians has been
outstanding,” Oberman said.
Oberman and clinic Fellow Kendea Johnson oversaw the
trial, working with students through various aspects of pre-trial
preparation. Shoshana Bachrach, Emily Echeverria, Jonathan
Howe and Eric Pilch, all class of ’18, provided significant work
in preparing the case for trial.
According to Oberman, the client (whose name is not being
used here because his immigration status is still in question)
had been engaged in a conversation with one man when that
man attacked him with a gun. After struggling with that man
and taking the gun away from him, the client walked to a corner about 100 yards away. A few minutes later, three men—including the person who had started the altercation—pursued
him to the corner and tried to pull him back into an alley. At
that point, the client shot two of the assailants, wounding one
and killing the other.
At his first trial, which took place prior to the Cardozo clinics’ involvement, he was charged with manslaughter in the first
degree and was acquitted by the jury on the basis of self-defense.
But the same jury convicted him of one count of weapons possession based on his handling of a loaded gun while not in his
home or place of business, despite the fact that he had taken the
gun he used from his assailant.
The client was sentenced to and was serving a seven-and-ahalf-year prison term when the case was randomly assigned to
Cardozo’s Criminal Appeals Clinic. The winning argument advanced by the clinic asserted that the trial judge should have
instructed the jury—as trial counsel had requested on the defense of Temporary and Innocent Possession—to acquit their
client if they found that the client’s possession of the weapon
was “temporary” and “innocent.”
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The winning appeal was briefed and argued by Patricia Zapata ’17 and supervised by clinic director Professor Stanley
Neustadter. “She was commanding and fearless in responding
with passion to questions from the bench,” said Neustadter. “No
one in that courtroom would have believed she was a student.”
The client’s family then contacted Cardozo’s Kathryn O.
Greenberg Immigration Justice Clinic (IJC), which agreed to
represent him in a hearing at which the clinic would petition
the government to permit him to obtain legal status derivatively
through his wife, who is a U.S. citizen. IJC Fellow Jackie Pearce
worked extensively with the client and his family, and students
Roxenna Reyes-Seri ’19 and Alex Schnapp ’19 appeared on the
client’s immigration case, convincing the judge to close proceedings temporarily to allow the criminal case to play out.
Pearce said, “We are thrilled that our client and his family
finally got the result they deserved after so many years of fighting for justice.”
Now the man’s case is in the hands of the IJC. “The immigration clinic will fight to ensure that he remains free during his
removal proceedings and that he can remain here permanently
with his wife, children and grandchild,” said Pearce.
“IJC student Javeria Ahmed ’18 spent the last few months
working on bond materials and assisting with affidavits and
letters of support in case the client was brought into ICE custody so that we would be fully prepared for a bond hearing.”
“It was memorably satisfying for me to see Jon (Oberman)
and Kendea (Johnson) wrap up the criminal case in a shiny
acquittal ribbon—very much against the odds,” said Neustadter,
who has directed Cardozo’s Criminal Appeals Clinic for 33
years.
Following his acquittal, the New York City Department of
Corrections was barred from detaining the man for ICE and
from contacting ICE regarding his immigration status, thanks
to a law written by Markowitz and students at the IJC. The man
was briefly held following his acquittal but, to the relief of his
family, was quickly released.
“The criminal defense clinic’s victory,” commented Pearce,
“has given our client the ability to legalize his status in the U.S.,
a place he has called home for nearly two decades.” ?
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GOODREAULT AND JAWAHAR
DRAW TOP HONORS
AT ANNUAL PAULSEN
COMPETITION
Jessica Goudreault ’18 and
Naomi Jawahar ’18 were the First
Place and Second Place Oralists
at the annual Monrad G. Paulsen
Competition on October 10, 2017.
Goudreault also won Best Brief
and took second place for Briefs.
The event, named after
Cardozo’s first dean, is an
intramural competition sponsored
by the Moot Court Honor Society
that provides a forum for
second- and third-year students
to compete for recognition as
Cardozo’s best advocates. All
upper-level students are eligible
to participate. Entrants write
briefs that are evaluated by the

m Students meet one another for the official start of their legal education during 2018 Orientation

Moot Court Honor Society
editorial board and faculty
members. Entrants then
participate in an “elimination
style” oral advocacy tournament,
which is judged by faculty,
practicing attorneys and judges.

Kukin Program Team
Wins Top Honors at
Carey Center/FINRA
Triathlon
It was a “grueling event,” said
Professor David Weisenfeld,
but the team from Cardozo’s
Kukin Program for Conflict
Resolution won first place
at the Carey Center/FINRA
Securities Dispute Resolution
Triathlon competition, which
took place at St. John’s University in Queens during the
weekend of October 13, 2017.
“Most ADR competitions
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involve … negotiation,
mediation or arbitration,
with the competitors having
to deal with multiple fact
patterns,” said Weisenfeld.
“In this event, there is one
fact pattern from which the
students first negotiate, then
mediate, then arbitrate. That
requires an extraordinary
amount of preparation and
flexibility. In each round,
one of the students plays the
client while the other two
are counsel.”
Weisenfeld and 3L
students Michael DiTrapani,
Natalie Freeman, David
Cherman and Josh Saccurato
all served as coaches for the
team, and the students who

competed were 2L students
Nicholas Anselmi, Derrick
Ng and Alexander Sable.
Leo Bronshteyn, Angela
Li and Camila Lopez, all 2L
students, were part of the
team that prepped for the
event but were waitlisted
and unable to compete.

CARDOZO STUDENT
SAMANTHA E. SMITH ’18
REPRESENTS YOUNG
PATIENTS NEEDING SPEECHGENERATING DEVICES
At a preliminary injunction on
October 11 and 12, Cardozo
student Samantha E. Smith ’18
of the Bet Tzedek Civil Litigation
Clinic represented a proposed
class of New York State Medicaid
beneficiaries who need speechgenerating devices from Medicaid
to enable them to communicate.
The clinic requested a preliminary injunction directing the
state to provide a speechgenerating device to a young girl
with cerebral palsy who cannot
speak. The preliminary injunction
hearing was held in the U.S.
CARDOZO LIFE

District Court for the Eastern
District of New York. Smith had
the opportunity to prepare for
and individually conduct the
direct examination of the
plaintiff’s expert witness, present

Stephanie Alvarez-Jones ’18
Selected as a Law Student of the Year
by the National Jurist

critical video evidence and
participate in oral arguments.

Cardozo Students Take
First Place in Two Moot
Court Competitions
Cardozo students took home
two big victories on Superbowl weekend in moot court
competitions.
The Monroe Price Media
Law Competition, named
after the former Cardozo
dean, is an annual international competition consisting
of multiple rounds, one of
which is held at Cardozo.
The Cardozo team won the
Americas Round, held at the
law school on Feb. 2 and 4,
placing first out of 10 teams
from the United States,
Canada, South America and
the Caribbean.
Each year, the Price
competition explores a
problem tied to technology,
social media and freedom of
expression. This year’s
question involved a fictional
country whose leader was
attacked on social media
with false photographs that
forced her resignation. The
issue concerned to what
extent both the technology
provider and original poster
could be held accountable.
The 10 teams each argued
both sides of the case before
distinguished faculty who
served as judges and rated
each team on the strength of
the case they presented.
The Cardozo team members were four 2L students:
Jordan Coyne and Haroon
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Stephanie Alvarez-Jones ’18 was selected by the National
Jurist as a 2018 Law Student of the Year. In its Spring
issue, the publication honors 20 law students across the
nation who “contributed the most to their law schools and
communities in the past year.”
Alvarez-Jones was recognized for her dedication to
ensuring access to justice for low-income communities.
This work has included volunteering with the Courtroom
Advocates Project, interning at the ACLU Immigrants’
Rights Project and Sanctuary for Families, and working
for two years in the Kathryn O. Greenberg Immigration
Justice Clinic.
Stephanie played a lead role in helping a man
who served 30 years in prison for a crime that he did not
commit vacate the deportation order that he received as a
result of that invalid conviction. She has represented a
mentally incompetent, deaf, non-verbal man who was
unable to advocate for himself in an immigration proceeding; helped prepare a comprehensive submission on
behalf of an asylum-seeker facing immediate deportation;
and litigated a Freedom of Information Act suit against
the federal government.
In addition to her normal clinic work, Alvarez-Jones made two week-long trips to rural
Texas to represent asylum-seeking mothers and children who were detained and facing
deportation. Working 12-hour days, she used her fluency in Spanish and her legal skills to
represent mothers and children in credible fear interviews and in proceedings before an
immigration judge.
Stephanie also plays important roles in the broader law school community: She is on the
executive board of Cardozo’s Women’s Law Initiative, helps spearhead work in the Public
Service Scholars Program, and is a submissions editor and elections chair for the Cardozo
Law Review. She has also served on the Dean’s Council on Diversity and Inclusion.

Mian, who competed in the
semifinals, and Aashini
Shrivastav and Nathaniel
Levy, who competed in the
finals. Nathaniel Levy won
Best Oralist.
Nicolette Vasile, a 3L student, was the head coach for
the team; she was assisted
by Tom Laverty and Norma
Esquivel, also 3L students.
The second event was the

New York University
National Immigration Law
Competition, where Cardozo
placed first, beating Georgetown in the final. This is the
second year in a row
Cardozo won the competition, which focuses on
cutting-edge issues in the
field of immigration law and
is judged by panels of
distinguished NYU alumni

and legal practitioners from
throughout New York. The
final round is judged by
federal appellate and district
court judges.
The two oralists in the
competition were 3L
students Avery Nickerson
and Patrick Hill. They were
assisted by 2L Natalia Mata,
team coach and opposition
brief writer.
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Heyman Center Team
Wins Best Draft at
LawMeet
Cardozo’s team won Best
Draft at the Ninth Annual
Regional Transactional
LawMeet Competition, held
at Widener University
Commonwealth Law School
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,
in February. Twelve schools,
including Northwestern
University and Georgetown
University, competed in the
regional round.
The Cardozo team was
made up of Heyman
Scholars Noah Weingarten
(3L), David Borsack (2L)
and Arif Soto (LLM);
Professor Jillian Gautier,
director of the Heyman
Center and adjunct professor
of law for ITRANS, served
as their coach.
The teams in this year’s
LawMeet were asked to draft
and negotiate the acquisition
agreement for a $2.25 billion
transaction.

MORELLI TRIAL TEAM
PREPS A FULL TRIAL IN
REGIONAL COMPETITION
Cardozo hosted the New York
Regional Competition (the
regional round of the National
Trial competition) on February
9–11, with the law school’s
Benedict Morelli Trial Team front
and center. The National Trial
Competition is the largest mock
trial competition in the country,
attracting teams from more than
140 law schools and involving
over 1,000 law students each
year. Cardozo was proud to host
the regional round.
Two teams of students from
the Morelli Trial Team participated
in arguments on a civil wrongful
death case: Reginald Greene ’18,
Robert Glenn (1L) and Casey
Duncan (2L), were on one team,
and Michael Ricottone, Sareny
Rodriguez and Samuel Rose, all
Class of ’18, were on the other.
The students prepared a full
trial, including opening and
closing statements and cross
examinations. Neither team
advanced this year but both
performed admirably.

FOUR CARDOZO STUDENTS SELECTED FOR
IMMIGRANT JUSTICE CORPS FELLOWSHIPS
Four Cardozo students were selected for 2018 Immigrant
Justice Corps fellowships, the country’s first fellowship program
wholly dedicated to meeting immigrants’ needs for high-quality
legal assistance. The program was conceived by Robert A.
Katzmann, chief judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Second Circuit, and was incubated by the Robin Hood
Foundation in 2013.
Javeria Ahmed, Emily Echeverria, Lorena Espino-Piepp and
Elizabeth Wu, all Class of ’18, were selected for the fellowships, along with 21 other students from law schools around
the country. The fellows will serve for two years in and around
New York City—including the lower Hudson Valley, upstate
New York, Long Island and northern New Jersey—as well as in
New Haven, Connecticut; San Antonio, Texas; Miami, Florida;
and Baltimore, Maryland.
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Gow W. Mosby, Jr.
Receives 2018 Whitlock
Scholarship
Gow W. Mosby Jr. ’18 was selected as the 2018 recipient of the
Mark Whitlock Scholarship.
The Whitlock Scholarship was established by the friends
and family of Mark Whitlock ’10, who passed away from
brain cancer when he was a student at Cardozo. Mark’s family
sought to celebrate his life and honor his spirit with this
scholarship. It is designed to recognize an outstanding thirdyear J.D. student who, through the force of individual effort,
energy, spirit and initiative, contributes to and/or expands and
strengthens student life and community at Cardozo.
Gow was born and raised in Bellport, New York. He
attended the State University of New York at Albany, where he
majored in political science with a minor in Africana Studies.
After graduating, Gow went on to work at the New York State
Assembly in Albany and then at a law firm in Manhattan.
Gow was vice president for an international fraternal
organization, a role that took him to Ghana, West Africa, to
help establish a new chapter there; he also established a
scholarship for minority seniors at Bellport High School in
Brookhaven, New York.
Gow started at Cardozo in May 2015, and during his time at
the law school, he was involved in a variety of organizations.
He was active in the Student Bar Association as a senator and
as a vice president; participated in the Cardozo Arts & Entertainment Law Journal as both a staff editor and editor-in-chief;
and was a member of the Academic Success Committee for the
Dean’s Council for Diversity & Inclusion.
Gow now works at the New York County (Manhattan)
District Attorney’s Office as an assistant district attorney.
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Cardozo Welcomes
Two New Deans
Maria Saez Tatman joined Cardozo

in August 2017 as dean of students
and associate dean of student services and advising.
Saez Tatman oversees the Office of Student Services and Advising, the Office of Academic Support and the Office of Diversity
and Inclusion. “I serve as the primary Title IX Officer for Cardozo,
oversee exam and course evaluation administration, enforce academic policies and procedures,
and counsel students on academic
and personal matters,” she said,
“and my first year at Cardozo has
been one of amazing growth and
opportunity. The Office of Student
Services and Advising and the
Office of Diversity and Inclusion
contain energy and creativity; the
way in which these offices engage
and partner with our students is
contagious. As dean of students,
I am excited to lead our student engagement efforts. Cardozo
students are fun, thoughtful and motivated—absolutely the
best part of my job.”
Before joining Cardozo, Saez Tatman served as assistant
dean of career planning and professional development at the
University of Oregon School of Law in Eugene, Oregon, where
she ran the career services office and served as the law
school’s principal employer outreach officer. She also provided
academic and crisis counseling and redesigned a professionalism course for first-year students that emphasized current
employment-market demands.
Prior to her role at the University of Oregon School of Law,
Saez Tatman was associate director of career planning and
professional development at the University of Illinois College
of Law in Champaign, Illinois.
Saez Tatman has a B.S. and an M.S.W. in social policy from
the University of Michigan and a J.D. from the University of
Illinois College of Law. She previously worked as a labor and
employment associate at Neal Gerber & Eisenberg in Chicago
and as a health law/medical malpractice/employment litigation associate at Smith Haughey Rice & Roegge in Ann Arbor.
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Dyer Ridley joined the law school in April as Associate Dean of

Institutional Advancement and Alumni Affairs. He will
oversee all of Cardozo’s alumni relations and lead the law
school’s fundraising and stewardship efforts.
Ridley has over 15 years of experience in development.
Most recently, Ridley was director of development for the arts
and sciences at Columbia University, where he led the Major
Gifts team and was personally responsible for raising $30
million, including raising funds for the naming of two faculty
chairs as well as a major new scholarship for international
students. Prior to that he was senior major gifts officer for arts
and sciences at Columbia, where he oversaw a portfolio of
major gift prospects in the New York region.
“While it has only been a few months since I started at
Cardozo, I can already see the opportunity that lies ahead,”
said Ridley. “I look forward to working with Dean Leslie, her
leadership team and the entirety of the alumni and friends
community to build on the school’s strengths to make it an
even more venerable institution.”
Ridley received a B.A. from Vanderbilt University where he
studied political science and history. ?
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Licelle Cobrador ’08
On a trip home to help your father as he
recovers from a stroke, you are faced
with a choice: Do you stay to become
mayor, or do you return to New York to
build a legal career? This was the choice
Licelle Cobrador ’08 had to make a
year after graduating from Cardozo.
Despite having been asked to run for
office by a power broker in Filipino
politics, Cobrador had already begun to
miss New York, so she declined the offer,
instead returning to the city, first to
work at Bhatta Law & Associates
(founded by Dilli Raj Bhatta ’08), then
to found her own firm, Cobrador &
Associates.
A leader in immigration law,
Cobrador represents clients from Asia,
Latin America, Europe and all 50 states.
She has served as an attorney for
detained asylum-seekers in bond
hearings and credible fear interviews,
and has obtained asylum based on
religion and membership in a particular
social group (sexual orientation/LGBT
and domestic violence) for over a
thousand clients.
Cobrador shares her thoughts on how
she got where she is now and the advice
she has for students as they begin
their careers.

k

“Cardozo had been a significant part of my journey,
providing essential tools in the practice of law.
I met my mentors and even my employer through
Cardozo connections.”

Q: What was your favorite class/who
was your favorite professor at
Cardozo?
A: It’s a tie between Entertainment &

Media Law and Immigration Law!
I know, they’re so different from each
other; however, each had great impact.
I apply what I have learned from both
classes in my current practice. Careen
Shannon, a partner at Fragomen, and
Eric Rayman, a partner at Miller
Korzenik Sommers Rayman, were
adjunct professors at that time.
Q: What accomplishment are you most
proud of in your career?
A: It’s such an honor to be instrumental

in changing people’s lives. We have
been successful in visa grants for
extraordinary talents from all over the
world. In the past, we obtained political
asylum for hundreds of clients and
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prevailed in petitions for review with
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit. I also served as pro bono
attorney for the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals and citizenship
applicants.
Q: How has Cardozo had an impact
on your career?
A: Cardozo had been a significant part

of my journey, providing essential tools
in the practice of law. I met my mentors
and even my employer through Cardozo
connections.
Q: What advice do you have for
the Class of 2018 as they start their
careers?
A: Network, network, network. This is

not a dirty word. The person sitting
next to you could be your biggest
champion. ?
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Ira Dizengoff ’92
Q: Who was your favorite professor
at Cardozo?
A: This is a tie. Professor David Ruden-

FA L L 2 018

Q: What advice do you have for the
Class of 2018 as they start their
careers?
A: Be inquisitive about everything. Do

your homework, ask questions, be
responsive, be responsible and think
critically. Every assignment, even the
seemingly mundane, is a learning

Q: How has Cardozo impacted your
career?
A: Cardozo gave me the tools: analytical

reasoning, critical thinking and a
collaborative, creative approach to
problem-solving and seeing the bigger
picture in complex disputes.
Q: What accomplishment are you most
proud of in your career?
A: I am privileged to be a partner in

Akin Gump’s Financial Restructuring
Practice and its New York office. I joined
this firm as a young associate when the
New York office was small and the restructuring group was even smaller. I
am proud to say that our practice today
is widely regarded as a market-leader in
complex restructurings and workouts. ?

“Be inquisitive about everything. Do your homework,
ask questions, be responsive, be responsible and
think critically. Every assignment, even the seemingly
mundane, is a learning opportunity.”

k

Cardozo’s Board of Overseers has a new
leader heading into the 2018–19 school
year. Ira Dizengoff ’92 will take over as
Chair, succeeding David Samson ’93,
who served in the role from May 2014–
May 2018. “Cardozo has had a period of
tremendous growth, and it is important
we continue to build on that momentum,” said Dean Melanie Leslie. “Ira’s
history with Cardozo and his renowned
position in the legal world make him the
ideal person to help the school continue
to rise as a leader in legal education.”
Dizengoff, a partner at Akin Gump,
focuses on corporate restructurings,
with an emphasis on creditors’ committees and bondholder committees in
large, complex cases both out of court
and in Chapter 11. He was recognized as
one of the top 30 restructuring and
insolvency professionals in the world in
the 2017 Best of the Best Expert Guide
and recognized by Best Lawyers in
America as a leading lawyer in bankruptcy and creditor debtor rights/
insolvency and reorganization law
every year since 2011.
Dizengoff shares his thoughts on his
Cardozo experience and offers guidance
to recent Cardozo graduates as they
delve into the legal profession.

stine and Professor Stewart Sterk both
left an indelible mark on me. Both were
incredibly smart, engaging and remarkably accessible to their students.
Professor Rudenstine’s passion for the
law, commitment to free speech and
defense of civil liberties is as inspiring
to me in today’s world as it was to me as
a law student. Professor Sterk challenged me to think analytically and look
at an issue from all angles. I use that
skill every single day to approach my
clients’ challenges and develop legal
strategy.

opportunity. The world is a rapidly
changing place, and the practice of law
is forever evolving. Tomorrow’s leaders
will be the ones taking a sharp look at
the way things are done today and
asking “is there a better way?”
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Alumni Association Annual Meeting Honors
Noel Williams and Lee V. Pham
“Cardozo was our
home when we were
students, and it is
our home now,”
said Loretta Gastwirth ’82, chair of the
Alumni Association Executive Committee, as she opened the association’s
annual meeting on January 17. The
evening offered much of what makes
the Cardozo alumni community so
special: firm commitment to the school,

celebrations of those who have given
back and an engaging and insightful
discussion of cutting-edge legal matters.
Following Alumni Association
business, the Volunteer Service Award
was presented to Noel L.C. Williams ’87,
and Lee V. Pham ’10 received the Young
Leadership Award. The Clio-winning
public service announcement, “Put It
Down” by Alë Jay ’18, was also screened.
Carrie Maylor DiCanio ’08 then
moderated a panel on sexual harassment in the age of #MeToo featuring
La Toya L. Barrett ’09 (Dwyer Barrett,

OUTLAW EVENTS
HIGHLIGHT ALUMNI

film Philadelphia. Balsam and

The OUTlaw Alumni Group book-

studio did not credit him as the

ended the 2017–2018 school

film’s inspiration.

year with two events celebrating

Felber later represented Bowers’s
family successfully when the film

As the school year came to a

the history of Cardozo alumni

close, OUTlaw Alumni were busy

working to advance LGBTQ

planning the Fifth Annual Pride

rights and the gains that have

Brunch. Cardozo alumni,

been made.

students and their guests

The year began with the

watched the New York City Pride

OUTlaw Alumni Reunion on

March on hot Sunday in June,

September 19, a chance for

from the comfort of the Cardozo

LGBTQ alumni and their allies to

lobby while enjoying music, food

reconnect. The event included a

and drinks (and air conditioning).

presentation by Robert Balsam

LLC), Maria LaMagna (MarketWatch),
Keila Tennent-DeCoteau (The New
School) and Marisa Warren Sternstein
’10 (Dentsu Aegis Network).
Throughout the evening, other
speakers echoed Gastwirth’s opening
remark. In accepting his award,
Williams said, “I do this because I love
the school. It’s like a family to me.” The
Alumni Association continues to represent the most important touchpoint
for many members of this sprawling
family, and the annual meeting almost
felt like a family reunion.

The event raised money for

’82 and Daniel Felber ’82, who

the LGBT Fund, which supports

represented their classmate

members of the Cardozo

Michele L. Aronson ’16 and

Geoffrey Bowers ’82 when his

community who are undertaking

Robert Doerfler-Eckstein ’08:

firm fired him after they learned

ventures related to the legal

Francesca Acocella ’16,

he was HIV-positive. The case

rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual,

Geraldene Sherr Duswalt ’87,

went on to become one of the

queer, transgender and/or

Lindsay Goldbrum ’17, Michael

most significant court cases ever

intersex people.

Lynch ’16, Alex Newman ’16,

involving workplace discrimination and was the basis for the
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Thank you to the OUTlaw
Alumni leadership, co-chaired by

m From left: Michele
Aronson ’16, Dean Melanie
Leslie ’91, Daniel Felber ’82,
Robert Balsam ’82, and
Robert Doerfler-Eckstein ’07.

Dana L. Onofrio ’87, Jordon
Parker ’17 and Jorge Sanchez ’16.
CARDOZO LIFE

Alumni Association Holds
First Spring Party and
Scholarship Fundraiser
As the band played “Jungle Boogie,” alumni streamed
into City Winery on May 17 for the first Alumni Spring
Party. Combining the best elements of past Alumni
Association dinners and reunions, the party was an
opportunity to raise funds to support the next
generation of Cardozo alumni while dancing, eating
and drinking.
Under the leadership of party co-chairs Brian
Farkas ’13, Rachel Jacobs Opsal ’13 and Ken Weiss ’88,
as well as Alumni Association Executive Committee
Chair Loretta Gastwirth ’82, the event broke with the
tradition of past dinners by creating a more informal
and festive setting. As guests moved between food
stations ranging from chicken and waffles to dim sum,
the conversations were buoyant, with some alumni
reconnecting with friends they had not seen since
graduation. Meanwhile, event sponsors sampled wines
in a semi-private tasting, enjoying a wide range of
varietals as a sommelier discussed the nuances of each.
While the focus was on fun, the party was also a
fundraiser, raising money for the Alumni Scholarship
Fund in support of current and future Cardozo
students. Representing a commitment to Cardozo’s
pursuit of being bold and forward-thinking in a
welcoming, supportive community, these gifts also
illustrated the generosity of the Cardozo community.
In addition to the chairs, thank you to all who
served on the Alumni Spring Party and Reunion
committees: D. Gregory Caramenico ’16, Eric I. Cohen
’83, Ilene Siegel Deutsch ’96, Jon M. English ’13, Keith
Gitlitz ’08, Joanna Garelick Goldstein ’03, Harold
Gordon ’88, Moshe H. Horn ’93, Evan M. Janush ’98,
Jessica Klotz ’93, Dening Kong ’13, Christopher M.
Migliaccio ’08, Vivien G. Naim ’88, Danielle A. Noel
’13, Maurice Q. Robinson ’09, Michael S. Schiff ’88,
Adam W. Schneid ’06, Joshua A. Sussberg ’03, Liana D.
Walczak ’07, Francesca Montalvo Witzburg ’14, Evan D.
Yagerman ’08 and Mark S. Yagerman ’79.
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9th Annual BALLSA Alumni Dinner Honors
Robert K. Drinan ’79, Glenda M. Dixon ’92 and
Parvin K. Aminolroaya ’08
Committee and the Dean’s
Council on Diversity and
Inclusion Committee on Careers.
Kimberly Banks MacKay, head
of U.S. Legal and Compliance for
Novartis Business Services,
provided the keynote address for
the dinner, speaking about her
career path and providing advice
on navigating the legal world as
a person of color.
The dinner was an opportunity
to honor some of the alumni who
have helped shape Cardozo, but
it also raised almost $25,000 for
the BALLSA Scholarship Fund.
The scholarship provides support
for a second-year student who
has overcome hardship and who
has made a positive impact or
contribution to one of the
school’s minority law student
Throughout its history, the

Aminolroaya ’08 represent three

categories to justify the unequal

BALLSA Alumni Group has been

different eras in Cardozo’s

treatment of people.”

a passionate voice advocating for

development. Drinan advocated

change at Cardozo. In keeping

for greater diversity at Cardozo

of the BALLSA Alumni Group and

co-chaired by Marion A. Julmis

with that spirit, the BALLSA

from the school’s earliest days,

chaired the BALLSA Dinner for

’10 and Sun Ah (Michelle) Park

Alumni Group Dinner on April 19

writing in a letter to the Alumni

the event’s first four years.

’12: Kori M. Clanton ’15, Andrew

celebrated some of Cardozo’s

Association that “our school,

Aminolroaya has ably represented

G. Hannibal ’12, Kazarae Lowe

game changers.

above all, should be aware that

a more recent generation of

’16, Vivien G. Naim ’88, Candice

historically, race, religion, sex

alumni, serving both on the

M. Weatherly ’08, Diana Wong

and disability have been used as

Alumni Association’s Executive

’12 and Yusuf T. Yusuf ’14.

Robert K. Drinan ’79, Glenda
M. Dixon ’92 and Parvin K.

Class of 2018 Gives Back to Cardozo
Cardozo School of Law’s 3L Class Gift, an annual tradition,
raised $8,743.26 from the Class of 2018.
Thirty-eight percent of the class—123 students—donated
to the gift, a tremendous display of both financial support
and appreciation to Cardozo School of Law.
Class Gift Co-Chairs were Julia Cagin, Jessica Goudreault
and Lekha Menon. The co-chairs, featured here, presented
Dean Melanie Leslie with a mock check representing their
fundraising efforts during the Awards Ceremony preceding
Commencement on May 29.
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Dixon was the inaugural chair

associations.
Thank you to the BALLSA
Alumni Group Dinner committee,
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2017
Jae Young Cho became a JAG officer
with the Korean Army.
Alexander Cohen joined the firm of

Meltzer Lippe in Mineola, NY.
Alexander works in the construction practice group.
Melanie Goldberg married Benjamin

Silver in December. Melanie is an
associate at the Tetzlaff Law
Offices in Chicago.
Patricia (Zapata) Schiraldi joined

the New Jersey office of Cole
Schotz as an associate in the
litigation department.

2016
Brian Grossman had three articles

published on Above the Law:
“Client Communications: Always
Stay In Touch, Especially During
Discovery,” “The Gift of Argument,” and “Practice Makes Perfect
Better.” Brian is an attorney at
Balestriere Fariello, representing
clients in all aspects of complex
commercial litigation and
arbitration from pre-filing
investigations to trial and appeals.
Alexandra Insinga was a legal trial

monitor with Civitas Maxima for
the Mohammed Jabbateh trial,
which resulted in the first
criminal conviction involving
mass atrocities committed during
Liberia’s First Civil War in the
1990s by a ULIMO rebel commander. Alexandra is now a legal
fellow at the Center for Justice
and Accountability.

2015
Matthew F. Chakmakian joined

Sherman Wells Sylvester &
Stamelman as litigation associate
in the firm’s Florham Park, NJ,
offices. Matthew recently
completed his clerkship with

FA L L 2 018

Justice LaVecchia at the New
Jersey Supreme Court.
Benjamin P. Mark became an

associate at Mound Cotton Wollan
& Greengrass in New York City.

2014
Opeyemi Akanbi was one of two

winners of the Yale Law Journal’s
first ever Student and Recent
Graduate Essay Competition.
Akanbi’s essay, “Policing Work
Boundaries on the Cloud,” explores
the shifting conceptualization of
labor in the digital age due to
increased use of cloud computing
software.
Matthew Baione published a piece,

“I Represent 9/11 Victims Battling
Over 70 Forms of Cancer. Their
Fate Is in Congress’ Hands,” in
GritPost.
Daniella Isaacson published a report
on law firm succession for ALM
Intelligence. Daniella is a market
intelligence analyst for Netflix
based in Los Angeles.

2013
Stephanie Annunziata was part of
a litigation team at Shaheen &
Gordon that secured the largest
jury verdict in New Hampshire
history. The plaintiffs were
awarded $274.5 million in
damages arising out of a defamation lawsuit brought against a local
businessman. Stephanie is an
associate on the firm’s civil
litigation team.
Barry Guttman married Samantha
Miller in August 2017. Barry is an
associate at Benesch Friedlander
Coplan & Aronoff in Cleveland,
Ohio, where he represents clients
on a broad range of commercial
real estate matters across all
asset classes.

Pamela Kaplan joined the litigation
boutique firm of Tanenbaum
Keale as an associate. She focuses
her practice on asbestos, environmental and toxic tort litigation in
the firm’s Newark, NJ, office.
Lindsey Renee Mielziner became

engaged to Matthew Evan
Bronstein. Lindsey is an attorney
in the trusts and estates department of Emmet, Marvin & Martin
in New York City.
Christina K. Ng joined Goldberg

Segalla’s workers’ compensation
practice group as an associate in
Garden City, NY. Christina also
serves as a volunteer lawyer with
New York State Courts’ Access to
Justice program, which provides
pro bono representation to
low-income individuals.
Scott Novakowski joined the New

Jersey Institute for Social Justice
as the inaugural Judge Dickinson
R. Debevoise Social Justice Legal
Advocacy Fellow.
Iva Rukelj was hired as an associate
at Scarinci Hollenbeck in the
firm’s New York office. Iva devotes
her practice to intellectual
property issues surrounding
trademark, copyright, design,
fashion, advertising, media and
Internet law.

2012
Aaron Gaynor married Shana

Lebowitz in November. Aaron is
an associate at Roberts & Holland,
a law firm in Manhattan involved
mainly in tax law.
Scott Benjamin Group married
Chelsey Taylor Amer in February.
Scott is a vice president for digital
finance compliance at Goldman
Sachs.

Marc Lynde married Gillian Brooks

in November. Marc is a litigation
associate in the New York office of
Kaufman Dolowich & Voluck, a
law firm in Woodbury, NY.
Adam Namoury was named vice
president, general counsel and
corporate secretary for the Nitron
Group.
Hirsch Neustein was appointed to

the Jewish Federations of North
America’s National Young
Leadership Cabinet. In this
six-year role, Hirsch will participate in the organization’s retreats,
conferences and missions, learn
about the many programs
supported by JFNA, and develop
community leadership and
philanthropic skills.

2011
Ryan Abrams became an associate

at the firm of McCausland Keen &
Buckman in Devon, PA. Ryan is
part of the business and real estate
groups, performing due diligence,
including the management of
complex disclosure requirements
involved in corporate transactions,
and drafting supply agreements,
lease amendments and other
documents.
Kristen Centre joined Pro Bono

Partnership as staff attorney,
where she will be responsible for
nonprofit client outreach and
representation, support and
oversight of matters, and
development and delivery of
innovative webinars. Pro Bono
Partnership provides free business
and transactional legal services to
nonprofit organizations serving
the disadvantaged or enhancing
the quality of life in neighborhoods in New York, New Jersey
and Connecticut.
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Michael R. Louis co-authored an

article, “Governments are Pulling
Back the Crypto-Currency
Curtain,” published in the National
Law Review. Michael is an
associate at McDermott Will &
Emery, where he represents
individuals and entities in IRS
examinations, administrative
appeals, civil tax controversies
and criminal tax proceedings. He
is based in the firm’s Dallas office.
Evan Mintz was named deputy

opinion editor of the Houston
Chronicle. Evan was a Pulitzer
Prize finalist in editorial writing
in 2017.
Ashley Newman was named a 2018

“Rising Star” by New York Metro
Super Lawyers. Based in the New
York City offices of McGlinchey
Stafford, Ashley focuses her
practice on general commercial
litigation and arbitration.

2010
Ilana Block became president of

NEXTGen Detroit, which strives
to be the hub of a vibrant and
dynamic Jewish community for
young adults in Metro Detroit. She
was also recognized by the Detroit
Jewish News as one of its 36 Under
36. Ilana also runs her own legal
practice, focusing mostly on estate
planning and small business
litigation.
Randi Nelson was selected as a 2016
Top 10 Under-40 Attorney in
Connecticut by the National
Academy of Family Law Attorneys. Randi is an associate at
Parrino Shattuck in Westport, CT.
Amol Sinha was profiled in NJ

Spotlight. Amol is executive
director of the American Civil
Liberties Union, New Jersey, and
was previously chapter director
of the New York Civil Liberties
Union in Suffolk County and a
state policy advocate at the
Innocence Project.
Roxanne Tabar and Joshua Kershner

’11 welcomed a new baby.
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2009

2008

2007

Noam Lipshitz was elevated to

Licelle R. Cobrador was profiled by

shareholder at Greenberg Traurig,
where he is a member of the
tax practice group in the firm’s
Fort Lauderdale office. He focuses
his practice on tax matters with
an emphasis on corporate
transactions.

The FilAm. The article explored
her choice to build a law practice
in New York City instead of
pursuing a career in politics in her
native Philippines.

Thomas Amburgy was promoted
to partner at Kasowitz Benson
Torres. Thomas is based in the
firm’s New York office, where he
focuses his practice on complex
commercial and antitrust
litigation.

Rafael Martinez was promoted to

executive director of business
affairs, creative, for BMI. Rafael
focuses on the business affairs
needs of BMI’s creative team,
including the negotiation and
drafting of songwriter and
composer affiliation and advance
agreements. He is also charged
with identifying emerging music
trends and talent with the goal
of building upon BMI’s market
share across all music genres
and platforms.
Anusree Nair was selected to the

Philadelphia Business Journal’s 40
Under 40 List. The list “aims to
identify and recognize current
and future leaders in various
industries and in the community.”
She also participated in a panel
entitled “Advanced Source of
Funds and Path of Funds Issues” at
the 2017 American Immigration
Lawyers Association’s EB-5
Investors Summit. Anusree is a
partner with Klasko Immigration
Law Partners.
Michael Shepherd was elevated to
principal at Fish & Richardson.
Based in the firm’s Silicon Valley
office, Michael focuses his practice
on client counseling and patent
prosecution in the areas of
software and other computerrelated technologies.
Erica Stein married Matthew

Goldman in December. Erica is a
vice president and assistant
general counsel with JPMorgan
Chase Bank in Brooklyn, NY.

Aneliya Crawford was included in
Crain’s 40 Under 40 Class of 2018.
Aneliya is a partner at Schulte
Roth & Zabel, where she represents hedge funds and other large
investors in matters concerning
shareholder activism, proxy
contests, hostile takeovers,
corporate governance, and
mergers and acquisitions.
Carrie Maylor DiCanio was promoted

to shareholder at Anderson Kill,
where she is a member of the
firm’s insurance recovery group
and corporate and commercial
litigation group. She is also cochair of Anderson Kill’s Women’s
Network. Carrie practices in the
firm’s New York office.
Melissa E. Pierre-Louis was
promoted to partner at Outten &
Golden, a firm that specializes in
employment law. Melissa is
co-chair of the firm’s family
responsibilities and disability
discrimination practice group,
representing employees in
litigation and negotiation in all
areas of employment law, and is
based in the New York office.
Zev Raben joined Ramo Law in
Beverly Hills, CA. The firm
provides legal services to optimize
its clients’ financial, legal and
business positions in the
financing, production and
exploitation of their content.
Lara Stolman directed and released

her first feature documentary,
Swim Team. The film follows the
rise of a competitive swim team
made up of children and teens on
the autism spectrum.

Eric Hirschhorn was elected to the

board of directors of Four Corners
Property Trust, a real estate
investment trust primarily
engaged in the acquisition and
leasing of restaurant properties.
Eric is interim chief marketing
officer at Fridababy.
Matthew R. Kittay was elevated to

partner at Fox Rothschild.
Matthew is the New York
corporate administrative partner,
and his practice centers on
mergers and acquisitions and
venture capital financing, with an
emphasis on businesses in the
technology, life sciences and
cannabis sectors. He also serves as
outside general counsel for
emerging and growth-stage
companies.
Jennifer R. Sharret was promoted to
special counsel at Kramer Levin
Naftalis & Frankel. Jennifer
represents significant parties,
including official creditors’
committees, bondholders,
indenture trustees, and secured
and unsecured creditors and
debtors in complex Chapter 11
bankruptcy cases, out-of-court
restructurings and other
distressed situations.

2006
Erin Glover-Frey joined the firm
Chiumento Dwyer Hertel Grant
Kistemaker as of counsel to the
Kistemaker Business Law Group,
located in the firm’s Ormond
Beach, FL, offices. Erin focuses
her practice on condo/homeowner’s association litigation as well as
litigation for the firm’s real estate
and business law cases.
Jonathan S. Goldstein was promoted

to partner at Haber Slade, based
in Miami. Jonathan’s practice
focuses on real estate law,
CARDOZO LIFE

m Students celebrate outside Lincoln Center, the site of Commencement 2018.
More than 300 students received either J.D. or LL.M. degrees.

including condominium and
homeowners’ association law, lien
foreclosures, landlord and tenant
law, commercial litigation and
construction litigation. Jonathan
was included as a “Rising Star” in
the 2017 Florida edition of Super
Lawyers Magazine.
Gary M. Kaufman was profiled in

the New Brunswick Herald in
recognition of his inclusion in
Marquis Who’s Who. Gary is the
owner and principal of the Law
Office of Gary Kaufman, where he
specializes in criminal defense
law and school suspension law.
He has also served as an attorney
for the Neighborhood Defender
Service of Harlem since 2013.
Aida Leisenring created and

developed a docuseries about

FA L L 2 018

innocent people on death row
called “The Last Defense,” for
which she served as executive
producer, with Academy
Award-winning actor Viola Davis
and the Innocence Project’s first
staff attorney, Vanessa Potkin.
Aida also became a partner at
Barket Epstein & Kearon. Aida’s
practice is predominantly in
criminal defense, and she has
been charged with the launch and
management of the firm’s New
York City office at the Empire
State Building. She was selected as
a New York Metro “Rising Star”
by Super Lawyers in 2014–2016.
Julia L. Wachter was promoted to
special counsel at Kramer Levin
Naftalis & Frankel. Julia is a real
estate lawyer concentrating her
practice in the area of condo-

miniums and cooperatives. She
represents major developers and
other property owners and investors in the acquisition, development, registration and sale of
luxury residential units in public
offerings, as well as in structuring
complex commercial and mixeduse developments for sale.
Sabrina Victor returned to Ventura

Law in June of 2017. Sabrina works
in the firm’s Danbury, CT, offices.

2005
Rebecca R. Cohen joined the

immigration and business practice
groups of Bousquet Holstein in
Syracuse, NY. She practices business and family immigration law,
with a focus on O-1 extraordinary
ability artist and athlete visas and
EB-1 green card petitions.

Seth Henslovitz was promoted to
partner at Schulte Roth & Zabel in
the firm’s real estate group in
New York City.
Tracy Lechner opened her private
practice—the Law Offices of Tracy
L. Lechner—in Colorado.
Howie Weisel was hired as staff
counsel, employment law and
benefits, for Fiat Chrysler
Automobiles at Chrysler’s World
Headquarters in Auburn Hills, MI.
Howie previously served as a
federal law clerk to the Honorable
Arthur J. Tarnow in the U.S.
District Court for the Eastern
District of Michigan.
Aaron Wright published a new book,

Blockchain and the Law: The Rule
of Code.
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2004

of the Legal Aid Society of Middle
Tennessee and the Cumberlands
in their Tullahoma office.
Tiffany is focusing her practice
on family, health and benefits,
and juvenile law.

entrepreneurs. He was also named
a “Next Generation Lawyer” by
Legal 500, included on Benchmark
Litigation’s 2017 Under 40 Hotlist,
which ranks attorneys who have
been deemed the most promising
emerging talent in their respective
litigation communities, and
recognized by Law360 as a “Rising
Star” for the fourth consecutive
year in the insurance category.
Jared is a partner in Blank Rome’s
insurance recovery group, where
he advocates for commercial
insurance policyholders in
high-stakes, complex litigation and
corporate transactions.

2003

2001

Joanna Garelick Goldstein joined the

Marc Simon married SaraJane Lieb
in October. Marc is an entertainment law partner in the New York
office of the law firm Fox
Rothschild and a documentary
filmmaker.

Naya K. Pearlman joined Norris

McLaughlin & Marcus as a
member in the firm’s taxation
group, where she concentrates
her practice on matters relating to
tax planning, compliance and
controversies in their Bridgewater,
CT, offices.
Tiffany Tant-Shafer joined the staff

firm of Wilson Elser in White
Plains, NY, where she represents
large international and domestic
corporations, small corporations
and individuals in litigations,
mediations, arbitrations, licensing
and contractual matters.
Kimberly Malerba was recognized by

Hofstra University Law School as
an “Outstanding Woman in Law.”
Kimberly is a partner at Ruskin
Moscou Faltischek, where she
chairs the firm’s employment law
practice group and is a member of
the litigation department.
Andrew I. Ward was promoted to

special counsel at Kramer Levin
Naftalis & Frankel. Andrew has a
diverse transactional-based
practice that focuses on assisting
hedge funds, investment banks
and other financial institutions
with the purchase and sale of
bankruptcy trade claims, Loan
Syndications and Trading
Association (LSTA) and Loan
Market Association (LMA) bank
debt, notes, bonds and various
types of equity interests.
Jared Zola was selected to join the
Rutgers Cybersecurity Advisory
Board for a one-year term. The
board is part of the Rutgers Center
for Innovation Education, which
provides professional and
continuing education for
technologists, innovators and
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2000
Iddo Arad was named one of

Hollywood’s Top 100 Attorneys by
The Hollywood Reporter. Iddo is a
partner in the entertainment
group at Frankfurt Kurnit Klein &
Selz based in New York City, where
he focuses on transactional
entertainment, media and
intellectual property matters.

Michael Mason was appointed
executive vice president at X Rail
Enterprises, a company that is
developing passenger rail service
from Southern California to
Las Vegas.
Michael Mauro was appointed to the

Town Council of New Canaan, CT.
Michael is of counsel to Smith,
Buss & Jacobs at its Westchester
County, NY, office, where he
focuses on labor and employment
matters.
Stephanie A. Nashban joined the

global insurance department at
Cozen O’Connor. Stephanie joined
the firm as a member based in
their Chicago offices.
Amy Mosery became the executive
director of the Marion & Aaron
Gural JCC in Cedarhurst, NY, on
March 1.

1998
Vincent Roldan was elected
president of the Filipino American
Lawyers Association of New York
for the 2017–18 term.
Avi M. Zwelling was appointed to

the board of OptimumBank. Avi is
also a managing partner at Stern
Zwelling, which focuses on
commercial litigation, real estate
and banking in Boca Raton, FL.

1999

1997

Morgen Bowers and Sonya del Peral

Andrew Cohen was reelected to

co-founded the firm of Bowers &
del Peral. The firm works on all
aspects of business law, copyright,
trademark, real estate, and wills,
trusts and estates in Chatham, NY.

the New York City Council for a
second term. Andrew represents
the 11th District, which includes
Riverdale and several Bronx
neighborhoods. Facing two
opponents, Andrew received
an overwhelming majority of
the vote.

Michael Freimann joined the firm of
Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck
as a shareholder in their employment group and litigation
department. Michael is based in
the Denver office.

Jeffrey J. Wild was named chair for

the Jewish Federation of Cleveland’s 2019 and 2020 Campaign for
Jewish Needs. Jeffrey is a partner
at Benesch Friedlander Coplan &
Aronoff in Cleveland, Ohio, where
he focuses his practice on
commercial real estate matters,
with an emphasis on development,
acquisitions, dispositions,

1996
Daniel Bernstein joined the firm of
Rosenberg & Estis, where he is of
counsel with the firm’s administrative department. His practice
involves affordable housing and
urban development issues in
New York.
Marc Greendorfer was quoted in
an article in the Jewish News
Syndicate, “Israel Advocates
Mobilize to Defend Arizona’s
Anti-BDS Law Following Setback
in Kansas.”
Karen Peled was honored at the
Lawyers Alliance for New York’s
annual Cornerstone Awards,
which recognize the outstanding
pro bono work done by business
and transactional attorneys
throughout New York City. Karen
is senior contracts counsel for
NBCUniversal Media’s broadcast
operations department in New
York. Karen began volunteering
with Lawyers Alliance on a
contract review project for My
Blind Spot, a nonprofit organization that provides programs to
make the community more
accessible to vision-impaired
individuals. Her work enabled My
Blind Spot to engage a technology
company to work on a project to
make internet and computer
software more user-friendly for
the visually impaired; she has
since been working with Sunnyside Community Services.

1995
Mario Alex Joseph was selected by
the National Association of
Distinguished Counsel as a
member of the Nation’s Top One
Percent. The organization is
dedicated to promoting the
highest standards of legal
excellence. Mario is a founding
partner at Joseph & Smargiassi in
New York City.

financing and joint venture work.
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Christopher Serbagi won a major
trademark victory for his clients
the Fight Sports Network, clearing
the way for the channel to enter
the United States market.
Christopher is the founding
partner at the Serbagi Law Firm
in New York City.

1994
Mark A. Treitel was elected

president of the Los Angeles
Intellectual Property Law
Association. Mark is a patent
litigation attorney with Quinn
Emanuel Urquhart & Sullivan.

1993
Denise Marra DePekary joined the

board of directors of the JFK
Medical Center Foundation in
Edison, NJ. Denise is a partner at
Weber Gallagher, where she
specializes in commercial and
insurance litigation as well as
human resources and employment issues.
David Samson was awarded an
honorary degree at the 2017
Yeshiva University Hanukkah
Dinner.

1992
Tanya R. Kennedy was elected

president of the National
Association of Women Judges.
Her term began in October 2017.

1991
Barbara Klotz Silverstone became

the executive director of the
National Organization of Social
Security Claimants’
Representatives.
Alan Sosne joined the Adam Miller

Group as of counsel in the firm’s
Bridgehampton, NY, office.

1990
Kenneth H. Amorello joined the firm
of MontMcCracken Walker &
Rhoads as an associate in their
New York real estate practice
focusing on cooperative and
condominium law.
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Karen Blumenfeld was a panelist

discussing the fifteenth anniversary of the NYC Smoke Free Air
Act, and next steps, sponsored by
the NYC Department of Health.
David Huntley was profiled by
Compliance Week in a piece titled
“Top Minds: The Compliance
Innovator.” David is senior
executive vice president and chief
compliance officer for AT&T,
working out of the company’s
Dallas offices.

1989
Lauren Mack joined T&M Protec-

tion Resources, a global security
and investigations firm based in
New York City, as managing
director of investigations.

1988
Allen Applbaum was recognized by

Consulting magazine as an
inaugural recipient of their Global
Leaders in Consulting award.
Allen is managing director and
global leader of Berkeley Research
Group’s global investigations and
strategic intelligence practice,
where he is an expert in highprofile investigations and
independent monitorships and
receiverships, providing oversight
to the government, regulators, law
enforcement and the judiciary.
Matthew R.K. Waterman joined the

1987
Sharon Ashley Lewis and Jeffrey I.D.
Lewis ’86 were honored by Ohr

Torah Stone at its annual dinner at
Lincoln Square Synagogue in New
York City.
Michael Schloss became the

Philadelphia regional director for
the U.S. Department of Labor’s
Employee Benefits Security
Administration and is responsible
for protecting pension, health and
other employee benefits in six
states and the District of Columbia. In 2016, Michael and his wife
Elise Bayuk Schloss also became
the grandparents of a beautiful
baby girl born in Jerusalem, Israel.
Eric Sherby was appointed by the

Tel Aviv Magistrates Court to
supervise the process of obtaining
evidence from four Israeli
witnesses for use in a patent case
pending before a federal court in
California. Eric was also the
author of two chapters in
International Aspects of U.S.
Litigation, a book published by the
Section of Litigation of the
American Bar Association. Eric
was the only author not based in
the United States and the only
author to contribute more than
one chapter.

1986
Jeffrey I.D. Lewis joined the New

Tucson office of Southern Arizona
Legal Aid as the managing
attorney of the consumer, housing
and public benefits unit.

York office of Norton Rose
Fulbright as an intellectual
property partner focused on
patent litigation.

1987

1984

Jeffrey Todd Schwartz was appointed

director of Shurat HaDin, Israel
Law Center’s New York Office.
Shurat HaDin is at the forefront
of fighting terrorism and
safeguarding Jewish rights
worldwide and is dedicated to
taking action to protect the State
of Israel and its citizens.

Steven Ettinger was selected to join

the American Law Society. He is
director of tax services at the
Manhattan accounting firm Billet,
Feit and Preis.

1983
Howard Leib began teaching
entertainment law at Cornell Law
School. Howard has an entertainment and intellectual law practice
based in Ithaca, NY, where he also
serves on the board of a local arts
cinema and as pro bono counsel

for a theater company and hosts a
radio show on a local community
station, WRFI.
Randi Weingarten married Rabbi
Sharon Anne Kleinbaum in a
ceremony at La Marina, a
restaurant in New York City. Randi
is the president of the American
Federation of Teachers, which is
headquartered in Washington,
D.C. Randi was also honored by
the Workmen’s Circle at their
annual winter benefit in November 2017.

1982
Stephen Breitstone was elected a
fellow of the American College of
Trust and Estate Counsel. Lawyers
and law professors are elected to
be fellows based on their
outstanding reputation, exceptional skill and substantial
contributions to the field by
lecturing, writing, teaching and
participating in bar leadership or
legislative activities. Stephen is a
partner at Meltzer, Lippe,
Goldstein & Breitstone in Mineola,
NY, where he chairs the private
wealth & taxation group.

1981
Ellen R. Greenberg was re-elected

as a Family Court judge in Nassau
County, NY.
Bruce Horowitz was appointed a
special advisor to the Provectus
Biopharmaceuticals Board of
Directors. Provectus is a clinicalstage oncology and dermatology
biopharmaceutical company
headquartered in Knoxville, TN.
Isabelle Kirshner was retained by
former New York State Attorney
General Eric Schneiderman
following allegations of physical
abuse. Isabelle is a partner
focusing on criminal defense at
Clayman & Rosenberg in New
York City.
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John Lino Ponzini celebrated 35
years of practicing law on
November 1, 2017. During his
career he served as a special
public defender; outside counsel
for the Second Injury Fund,
Attorney General’s Office of the
State of Connecticut; a delegate to
the Connecticut Bar Association;
executive committee member of
the Criminal Law Section; and a
panel attorney for the Connecticut
Education Association. Along with
these positions, he maintained a
private practice serving thousands

of clients in the areas of family
law, criminal defense, personal
injury, real estate and general
practice litigation in Connecticut
and New York. He also served as
an elected official in Stamford, CT,
as a member of the board of
representatives and vice chair of
the fiscal committee. He also has
been extremely active in regional
and local theaters, playing major
roles in a multitude of productions. He has one daughter, who is,
as expected, the apple of his eye.
He resides in Wilton, CT.

In Memoriam
Yeshiva University and Cardozo School of Law mourn the
passing of William Schwartz, who taught property law at
Cardozo for many years and held the University Professor
chair established by the Widgeon Point Charitable Foundation.
Professor Schwartz died on December 20, 2017. He was
committed to his Cardozo students, many of whom praised his
teaching ability and credited him with having had a major
impact on their careers.
Schwartz served as Yeshiva’s vice president of academic
affairs from 1993 to 1998. He and his wife, Bernice Schwartz,
were major supporters of Jewish Studies at Stern College for
Women and the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary.
He established the William Schwartz Sy Syms Business Plan
Competition and was a member of the Board of Overseers at
the Sy Syms School of Business.
Schwartz was a trustee of the Joel and Maria Finkle Trust,
and as their dear friend, lawyer and adviser, he helped them
in supporting Yeshiva University. Bernice Schwartz was
president of the Yeshiva University Women’s Organization,
New England Region. Throughout their years together,
they remained deeply devoted to helping build the future of
Yeshiva University. William Schwartz was awarded an
honorary degree from Yeshiva University in 1998.

Cardozo School of Law mourned the loss of Jonathan Rohr in
July, a beloved alumnus and former faculty member.
Jonathan graduated from Cardozo summa cum laude in
2009, where he was a senior editor of the Cardozo Law Review.
He was the recipient of the Louis D. Brandeis Award for
52

Martin Shulman became presiding

justice of the appellate term of the
Supreme Court, First Department.

1980
Ruth Gursky is serving as a hearing

officer at the NYC Office of
Administrative Trials and
Hearings, conducting hearings
and writing decisions in cases
involving alleged violations of
local laws and rules of the City of
New York.

Ivan Wilzig joined the board of
directors of the College of
Communication, Architecture and
the Arts (CARTA) at Florida
International University. Ivan is
currently working with writer
Joshua M. Greene on a biopic film
about his father, an Auschwitz
concentration camp survivor.

k Have a personal milestone
you would like to have included
in Class Notes? Send it to Inez
Lano at Inez.Lano@yu.edu.

graduating first in his class; the Felix Frankfurter Award for
outstanding academic achievement, diligence and judgment;
and the Benjamin N. Cardozo Writing Award for the best
written work for civil advocacy. He was a Dean’s Distinguished
Scholar and a member of the Order of the Coif.
Jonathan was a visiting assistant professor of law at
Cardozo from 2015 to 2017. Last year, he joined the faculty of
the University of Tennessee College of Law.
“Jonathan was an exceptional teacher, scholar, friend and
human being,” said Dean Melanie Leslie. “He was beloved by
his students and the Cardozo faculty. We are heartbroken.”
Jonathan specialized in corporate law, securities regulation
and contracts.
His students at Cardozo described him as an exceptionally
skilled, passionate and caring professor who delivered mesmerizing lectures that made difficult concepts come to life.
He was a prolific scholar whose work has been published in
the Delaware Journal of Corporate Law and the New York
University Journal of Law & Business. His most recent work,
“Blockchain-Based Token Sales, Initial Coin Offerings, and the
Democratization of Public Capital Markets,” is co-authored
with Cardozo Law professor Aaron Wright ’05 and will be
published in the Hastings Law Journal. He was also a contributor to Columbia Law School’s Blue Sky Blog and to Law360.
Prior to graduating from Cardozo, Rohr earned a Bachelor
of Music from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
with highest honors and highest distinction and a master’s
degree from the Eastman School of Music, where he studied
opera. He performed as a soloist with a variety of orchestras
and opera companies, including the North Carolina Symphony, Greenwich Symphony Orchestra and Opera Saratoga.
After graduating from Cardozo, he practiced law for
several years, primarily in the New York office of Sullivan &
Cromwell LLP. ?
CARDOZO LIFE

END note

New Leadership for the Vice Dean’s Office
PROFESSOR MICHAEL J. BURSTEIN BECAME THE VICE DEAN

of Cardozo School of Law on August 1, succeeding Professor
Myriam Gilles, who stepped down after serving with distinction as vice dean for two years. Burstein, a distinguished
member of the Cardozo faculty, helps lead the law school’s
nationally ranked Intellectual Property and Information Law
program. He writes about intellectual property, innovation
policy, and law and entrepreneurship, and he teaches courses
in patent law, corporate law and property.
“I am so happy that Michael has stepped into this role,”
said Dean Melanie Leslie. “He is an outstanding member of
our faculty and has terrific management skills that will help
the law school continue to grow.”
Burstein recently returned to the Cardozo faculty after
spending two years at McKinsey & Company, the global
management consultancy, where he led the firm’s research
in the tech start-up sector. Burstein’s academic work focuses
on the law, business and policy of entrepreneurial innovation.
His recent writings include articles about open innovation,
patent markets, innovation prizes and non-IP strategies for
information exchange.
“I am thrilled to return to Cardozo and honored to serve as
the vice dean. Cardozo is a vibrant, dynamic and innovative
community of students, teachers, scholars and advocates,”
Burstein said. “Under Dean Leslie’s leadership, Cardozo has

distinguished itself as a creative center of legal education, and
I am grateful for the opportunity to work with her.”
Prior to joining the Cardozo faculty, Burstein was a Climenko
Fellow and lecturer on law at Harvard Law School. He was
previously an appellate litigator in private practice in Washington, D.C.; a Bristow Fellow in the Office of the Solicitor
General, U.S. Department of Justice; and a law clerk for Judge
A. Raymond Randolph of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
D.C. Circuit. Burstein holds a J.D., magna cum laude, from the
New York University School of Law and a B.A. in Molecular
Biophysics and Biochemistry, and Ethics, Politics and Economics, from Yale University.
Gilles served as vice dean of Cardozo School of Law beginning August 29, 2016. She will continue on at Cardozo as a
professor teaching civil procedure, products liability, torts and
contract drafting.
Gilles helped oversee a period of growth at the law school,
bringing new energy to existing programs and helping Dean
Leslie revitalize many of the law school’s areas of operation
to support students and faculty. “I am deeply grateful for
Myriam’s service to the Cardozo community,” said Dean
Leslie. “Her contributions have been invaluable. In addition
to her brilliance and tenacity as a problem-solver, we have
benefited from her terrific sense of humor and her deep
concern for the members of our community.” ?
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CARDOZO events
SEPTEMBER 26

WE Legal:
Protect Your Ideas from
Startup to Launch
OCTOBER 11

Festschrift in honor of
Arthur Jacobson
OCTOBER 22

The Wonderful Story
of the Repeal of
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”
NOVEMBER 13

#MeToo and the
Legal Profession

For a complete list of events:
cardozo.yu.edu/calendar

